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DEDICATED TO THE STUDENTS OF CHRIST COVENANT SCHOOL

USING THIS TEACHER’S GUIDE
OV ERV I EW
Investigating God’s Word...At School is a Bible
curriculum designed for Christian schools, grades
1st-5th. Each unit provides material for 9 weeks,
divided into four lessons each week. More
specifically, each lesson is designed to be taught
over two days, in 30-40 minute teaching blocks.
This Bible curriculum also includes Scripture
memory.

DIST I NC T I V ES
This Bible curriculum is unique in the following ways:
(1) It teaches the entirety of God’s Word, from
Genesis to Revelation, over the course of five years.
(2) It teaches the students how to study God’s
Word for themselves.
(3) It includes daily quizzes in order to help the
students build their Bible knowledge.
(4) It teaches the students a Word of the Week
each lesson to build their vocabularies.
(5) Each lesson puts the texts of Scripture in
historical context, teaching the children that the
Bible is real history.
(6) It trains the students to apply God’s Word to
their lives.
(7) It systematically inculcates a Biblical worldview,
training children to think Biblically.
(8) It gives the students tools to defend their faith
in Christ.

COM PON E N TS— DAY ON E
Each 2-day lesson begins with a lesson overview
to give you the “big picture” of the Scripture
being studied. It also includes a brief preparation
section and a teaching encouragement to help
get you started.
Introduction. Each “Day One” starts with an
introduction to the lesson. Younger children will be
asked a question to provoke their thinking. Older
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children will be taught a Psalm or Proverb of the day
to “call” them to study.
Quiz Time. Next, the students are quizzed in
order to train them to remember what they have
learned. These quizzes will often cover what
they learned the day before, but sometimes will
cover material elsewhere in God’s Word that they
should already know. Major knowledge areas like
the Ten Commandments, Days of Creation, etc.,
may be quizzed more often. It is recommended
that your children write out the answers to the
quiz and keep them in a Bible study journal.
W.O.W! The W.OW! is the Word of the Week.
Each lesson will introduce the students to a
vital Biblical vocabulary word. These words are
either found in the Scripture text itself, or they
are important theological words that the children
need to learn. The W.O.W! often provides the
theme for the entire lesson.
Historical Context. Each lesson, the Scripture
text is placed in historical context by use of a
timeline. It is essential that the children learn how
the story of redemptive history fits together. Bible
stories must not be viewed as detached scenes—
they are to be shown as a part of a much bigger
picture. The timeline is a useful tool toward that
end.
Bible Investigation. The Bible Investigation
time is the heart and soul of each day’s lesson. It
plunges the student directly into God’s Word, not
simply a paraphrase of a Bible story. All Scripture
texts included in he curriculum are from the
English Standard Version (ESV). The Bible reading
is taken in short sections, separated by times of
discussion, questions, and application points. This
format allows ample opportunities to stop, think
about and discuss what is being read.

Scripture Memory. At the end of each Day One
of the two-day lesson, the students will be taught
a Scripture memory verse. These memory texts
will be connected to what was studied that day.
And, since you will cover two lessons each week,
the students will be memorizing two passages a
week—twice as much as most memory programs.

COM PON E N TS—DAY T WO
Day Two components include several Day One
components, and add two very exciting sections
to the study.
Quiz Time. Day Two begins with a quiz. These
quizzes are most often an intensive review of Day
One material. Again, it is recommended that
your children write out the answers to the quiz
and keep them in a Bible study journal.
Historical Context. As you prepare to read the
Scripture, you will again have the opportunity to
put it in historical context for the students. The
timeline will visually demonstrate where you are
in God’s Word.
Bible Investigation. Again, this is the heart and
soul of each day’s Bible time. Your students will
learn how to study God’s Word for themselves, as
they read, answer questions, discuss, and apply
the Bible to their lives.
Worldview Builder. This component is found
only in Day Two of each lesson. It has been
created because of the need for our children to
develop Christian worldviews. Developing a
Christian worldview is the task of learning to look
at everything in life through the lens of Scripture.
It is being trained by the Holy Spirit and the Bible
to think Biblically for the glory of God.

particular pillar on the board, the students will
be asked to list things about that truth that they
learned in the lesson.
Defend the Faith. A necessary component of a
Bible curriculum is training our children how to
defend the Christian faith. It is not good enough
to give them Bible knowledge—they must learn
how to answer questions about what they believe
and why they believe it.
To that end, this section will present the students
with a question that they will have to answer. You
will also teach them the right answer after they
have a chance to share their thoughts. This will
begin the training of answering the skeptics and
their attacks on Christianity.
Scripture Memory. The day’s lesson ends with
a review of the Scripture memory passage. You
may use any method to help the students put it
to memory.

A N D F I NA L LY. . .
Teaching God’s Word is unlike any other subject
that you teach in school. It is the only book that
is inspired by God! It is the only text that truly
changes lives, by the power of the Holy Spirit. So
teach it with great passion and excitement, as
well as great care. When you teach the Bible you
are giving your students the greatest treasure
they can ever possess!

The Worldview Builder section helps the students
to connect what they are studying to a “pillar” of
a Christian worldview. The four main pillars that
are used in this study are: Creation, Providence,
Rationality, and the Fear of God. After putting the
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LESSON
SCHEDULE

LUKE 5:17-6:46

Day One

OV ERV I EW
Luke 5 continues with Jesus healing the paralytic man. What is more
shocking is that He also forgives the man’s sins. This brings charges of
blasphemy from the religious leaders, prompting Jesus to state clearly
that He has authority over sin AND sickness. After this event, Jesus calls
Levi as His disciple, and is then roundly criticized for eating and drinking
with sinners. Then, Jesus’ disciples are accused of not fasting according
to the law. Jesus concisely rebukes both issues by declaring that He is
the bridegroom who has come to seek out sinners!
Luke 6 opens with more accusations by religious leaders. This time,
the disciples and Jesus are rebuked for working on the Sabbath. Jesus
responds by proclaiming that He is Lord of the Sabbath and that the
Sabbath is a day to do good, not just to abstain from work. Later, He
finishes calling all of His disciples, healing more people, and proclaiming
blessings and woes.
The end of Luke 6 presents a summary of the Sermon on the Mount
teachings. Jesus teaches love for enemies, forgiveness of others, and
true obedience to all of His teaching. The only way to accomplish any of
these commands is to have a heart changed by the Holy Spirit!

PR EPA R AT ION

INTRODUCTION
Psalm 118:24,28-29
2–3 mins.
QUIZ TIME
The Sabbath
3–5 mins.
W.O.W!
Forgive
3–5 mins.
HISTORICAL CONTEXT
Timeline
2–3 mins.
BIBLE INVESTIGATION
Luke 5:17-6:11
12–15 mins.
SCRIPTURE MEMORY
Luke 6:37
3–5 mins.

Day Two
QUIZ TIME
The Calling of Matthew
3–5 mins.

Read and meditate on Luke 5-6.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT
Timeline
3–5 mins.

T EACH I NG E NCOU R AG E M E N T

BIBLE INVESTIGATION
Luke 6:12-46
12–15 mins.

This text is so rich with Christ’s teaching that it is a shame we can’t
take two weeks to drink it in. What stands out is Jesus’ radical teaching
on forgiveness. He presents Himself as the forgiver of sins and then
calls on His disciples to also be merciful forgivers. He stretches our
sensibilities further as He teaches us to even forgive our enemies! Teach
your children that it is impossible for them to forgive their friends or
family before first enjoying their own forgiveness of sins. And, they will
not be able to continue forgiving others if they forget how much they
have been forgiven! Share this radical part of the kingdom of God that
we need so much: Forgiveness of sins and the ability to forgive others.

WORLDVIEW BUILDER
Fear of God
5 mins.
DEFEND THE FAITH
The Sabbath
5 mins.
SCRIPTURE MEMORY
Luke 6:37
3–5 mins.
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DAY ONE

I N T RODUC T ION
Start by reading Psalm 118:24,28-29.
24

This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be
glad in it. 28 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you; you are
my God; I will extol you. 29 Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is
good; for his steadfast love endures forever!
Say: Is this a great day that the LORD has made? If it is, we should be full of
joy and gratefulness. The best way to show our thanks for this day is to use it
to serve the LORD. And, a great way to serve the LORD is to read and study
His Word. Let’s give thanks and begin studying together!

QUIZ TIME
Now, let’s move on to QUIZ TIME.
Today’s questions: How were the Israelites to treat the Sabbath day? How
many days of the week did the Lord God give the Israelites to do their work?
What could the Israelites NOT do on the Sabbath? What would happen to
any person who worked on the Sabbath day? What day of the week was
Israel’s Sabbath day?
Answers:
1. They were to keep it holy.
2. Six days.
3. Work.
4. That person was cut off from Israel.
5. Saturday.
Say: We celebrate the Christian Sabbath on Sunday since it is the day our
Lord Jesus arose from the dead. In our reading today, we will see how Jesus
handles a controversy about the Sabbath day.
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W.O.W!
Our Word of the Week is FORGIVE. Write it on the board. This is a familiar
word. Who can tell me what it means? Allow answers.
To FORGIVE is to give someone mercy for a sin he or she committed against
you. To FORGIVE is to pardon—and not require that a person pay you back.
It’s hard to FORGIVE someone who has really hurt you, isn’t it? We would
much rather get revenge than FORGIVE others, especially our enemies.
When you FORGIVE someone, you are actually making several PROMISES to
him or her. You promise to never bring that sin up to him or her again. You
promise to never bring that sin up to someone else. You even promise not to
think about that sin yourself! FORGIVING another person also includes giving
him love and showing that he is FORGIVEN!
Do you need your sins FORGIVEN? We are all sinners, so we all need
FORGIVENESS. Jesus deals with the subject of FORGIVENESS a couple
of times in our reading today. Pay close attention to what He says about
FORGIVENESS.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT
Draw the following timeline on the board to give the students some
historical context.

This Week’s Timeline
Adam
& Eve
4000+ BC

Abraham Moses David
2000 BC

1500 BC

1000 BC

Life of
Jesus
4 BC
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BIBLE INVESTIGATION
Introduction: We ended our reading last quarter with Jesus healing a man
with leprosy. News about Jesus’ miraculous healings spread so fast that large
crowds began to follow him to receive healing and deliverance. We pick up
our story in Luke 5:17.
Let’s begin. Read Luke 5:17-20.
17
On one of those days, as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of
the law were sitting there, who had come from every village of Galilee
and Judea and from Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was with him
to heal. 18 And behold, some men were bringing on a bed a man who
was paralyzed, and they were seeking to bring him in and lay him before
19
Jesus, but finding no way to bring him in, because of the crowd, they
went up on the roof and let him down with his bed through the tiles into
the midst before Jesus. 20 And when he saw their faith, he said, “Man,
your sins are forgiven you.”
Discussion: Did you hear our Word of the Week? Who did Jesus FORGIVE?
[A paralytic.] The paralytic’s friends brought him to be healed. It must
have been quite a surprise for Jesus to FORGIVE all his sins! How can Jesus
FORGIVE sins? [He is the Son of God!]
Let’s see what happens next. Read verses 21-26.
21
And the scribes and the Pharisees began to question, saying, “Who is
this who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 22
When Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answered them, “Why do you
question in your hearts? 23 Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven
you,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? 24 But that you may know that the Son of
Man has authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the man who was
25
paralyzed—“I say to you, rise, pick up your bed and go home.” And
immediately he rose up before them and picked up what he had been
lying on and went home, glorifying God. 26 And amazement seized them
all, and they glorified God and were filled with awe, saying, “We have
seen extraordinary things today.”
Discussion: Wow! Jesus not only FORGAVE this man’s sins, He also healed
him so he could walk again. The Pharisees thought Jesus was a blasphemer,
since only God can FORGIVE sins. Do you think they now know that Jesus is
the Son of God? Or, will they reject Jesus and try to destroy Him?
Application: By the way, what’s more important: Being able to walk or being
FORGIVEN of your sins? Allow answers. While physical health is great, it is
much more important to be saved and cleansed from our sins!
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Let’s keep reading. Read verses 27-32.
27
After this he went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting at the
tax booth. And he said to him, “Follow me.” 28 And leaving everything, he
rose and followed him. 29 And Levi made him a great feast in his house,
and there was a large company of tax collectors and others reclining
at table with them. 30 And the Pharisees and their scribes grumbled at
his disciples, saying, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and
sinners?” 31 And Jesus answered them, “Those who are well have no
need of a physician, but those who are sick. 32 I have not come to call the
righteous but sinners to repentance.”
Discussion: Who became one of Jesus’ disciples now? [Levi, also called
Matthew.] What did the Pharisees criticize Jesus about now? [That He was
eating with sinners.] Jesus gives a great answer to these religious leaders,
doesn’t He? He says that He came into the world precisely to care for sinners.
He calls them to repentance so their sins can be FORGIVEN!
Application: Jesus cannot FORGIVE your sins if you (like the Pharisees)
don’t think you are a sinner. Only sinners can have their sins FORGIVEN as
they trust in Jesus as their Savior!
Let’s continue reading. Read verses 33-35.
33
And they said to him, “The disciples of John fast often and offer prayers,
and so do the disciples of the Pharisees, but yours eat and drink.” 34
And Jesus said to them, “Can you make wedding guests fast while the
bridegroom is with them? 35 The days will come when the bridegroom is
taken away from them, and then they will fast in those days.”
Discussion: Again the Pharisees seek to attack Jesus. What did they accuse
Jesus’ disciples of NOT doing? [Not fasting.] Jesus defends His disciples
by declaring that fasting is only necessary when the Savior is not with His
people. Then, He tells a parable about new wine and new wineskins in order
to show that He is bringing change to the world. All who desire salvation and
FORGIVENESS of sins must follow the Messiah! Will you?
Now, on to Luke 6. Read Luke 6:1-11.
1
On a Sabbath, while he was going through the grainfields, his disciples
plucked and ate some heads of grain, rubbing them in their hands. 2 But
some of the Pharisees said, “Why are you doing what is not lawful to
do on the Sabbath?” 3 And Jesus answered them, “Have you not read
what David did when he was hungry, he and those who were with him:
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4

how he entered the house of God and took and ate the bread of the
Presence, which is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and also gave
it to those with him?” 5 And he said to them, “The Son of Man is lord of
the Sabbath.” 6 On another Sabbath, he entered the synagogue and was
teaching, and a man was there whose right hand was withered. 7 And
the scribes and the Pharisees watched him, to see whether he would
heal on the Sabbath, so that they might find a reason to accuse him. 8
But he knew their thoughts, and he said to the man with the withered
hand, “Come and stand here.” And he rose and stood there. 9 And Jesus
said to them, “I ask you, is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do
harm, to save life or to destroy it?” 10 And after looking around at them
all he said to him, “Stretch out your hand.” And he did so, and his hand
was restored. 11 But they were filled with fury and discussed with one
another what they might do to Jesus.
Conclusion: Why did the Pharisees think that Jesus’ disciples were breaking
the Sabbath laws? [They were picking grain.] According to Jesus, were
they breaking God’s law? [No.] Why did these religious leaders think Jesus
Himself broke the Sabbath laws? [Because he healed a man’s hand on the
Sabbath.] Was Jesus disobeying God’s law? [No.] We’ll read more next time.

SCRIPTURE MEMORY
Read the Scripture Memory verse (Luke 6:37).
Luke 6:37 (ESV)
37
“Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you
will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven...
Say: Our temptation is to judge, criticize and condemn. Instead, Jesus calls
His disciples to FORGIVE others when they sin against us. You will only be
able to FORGIVE if you have had your sins FORGIVEN by God in Jesus Christ.
Commit your hearts to Him and enjoy being FORGIVEN!
Review the verse a couple of times. Close in prayer.
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DAY TWO
QUIZ TIME
Let’s begin today with QUIZ TIME. Are you ready?
Today’s questions: What was the name of the tax collector Jesus called to
be His disciple? What did Levi do when Jesus said, “Follow me?” Who was at
Levi’s banquet for Jesus? Who complained about Jesus going to this banquet?
What did Jesus tell them?
Answers:
1. Matthew (Levi).
2. He followed Jesus.
3. A crowd of tax collectors and sinners.
4. The Pharisees and teachers of the law.
5. That He has come to call sinners to repentance.
Jesus came to save sinners, like you and me. The Pharisees didn’t think they
needed saving. I hope you know that you do!

HISTORICAL CONTEXT
Draw the following timeline on the board to give the students some
historical context.

This Week’s Timeline
Adam
& Eve
4000+ BC

Abraham Moses David
2000 BC

1500 BC

1000 BC

Life of
Jesus
4 BC
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BIBLE INVESTIGATION
Have the students turn in their Bibles to Luke 6.
Introduction: We left off with Jesus saying that He is the Lord of the Sabbath.
Jesus gave us the example of how to use the Sabbath Day. It is not just for
rest, but also for loving ministry and service to others. God has set apart a day
where we can focus on worshiping Him alone!
Let’s continue reading today. Read Luke 6:12-16.
12
In these days he went out to the mountain to pray, and all night he
continued in prayer to God. 13 And when day came, he called his disciples
and chose from them twelve, whom he named apostles: 14 Simon, whom
he named Peter, and Andrew his brother, and James and John, and Philip,
and Bartholomew, 15 and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of
Alphaeus, and Simon who was called the Zealot, 16 and Judas the son of
James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.
Discussion: How many men were chosen to be Jesus’ closest disciples?
[Twelve.] What were they also called? [Apostles.] Apostles are people who
are sent out to do their Lord’s bidding. So these men would follow Jesus and
be sent out by Him too. Yet one disciple is not truly a follower of Christ. Who
is it? [Judas.]
Let’s read more. Read verses 17-19.
17
And he came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great
crowd of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea and
Jerusalem and the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, 18 who came to hear him
and to be healed of their diseases. And those who were troubled with
19
unclean spirits were cured. And all the crowd sought to touch him, for
power came out from him and healed them all.
Summary: Why was Jesus able to heal the sick and cure people with evil
spirits? [He had God’s power.] Jesus also had the power and authority to
give blessings to His people as well as curses. In verses 20-26, He blessed
those who follow Him and cursed those who follow the ways of the world.
Which will you choose?
Listen to more of Jesus’ teaching. Read verses 27-31.
“But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who
hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29
To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from one
who takes away your cloak do not withhold your tunic either. 30 Give to
27
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everyone who begs from you, and from one who takes away your goods
do not demand them back. 31 And as you wish that others would do to
you, do so to them.
Application: How are we supposed to treat our enemies? [We are to love
them and do good to them.] Do you treat your enemies this way? That’s the
exact opposite of what we often want to do!
Listen to more. Read verses 32-36.
“If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even
sinners love those who love them. 33 And if you do good to those who do
good to you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. 34
And if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is
that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the same amount.
35
But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in
return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most
High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 36 Be merciful, even as
your Father is merciful.
32

Application: What will happen if you love your enemies? [God will reward
you and you will be His sons.] Your enemies may still mistreat you, but God
is please when you show mercy to others!
Listen to these words of Jesus. Read verses 37-42.
“Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not
be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be
given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running
over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it will be
measured back to you.” 39 He also told them a parable: “Can a blind man
lead a blind man? Will they not both fall into a pit? 40 A disciple is not
above his teacher, but everyone when he is fully trained will be like his
teacher. 41 Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do
not notice the log that is in your own eye? 42 How can you say to your
brother, ‘Brother, let me take out the speck that is in your eye,’ when you
yourself do not see the log that is in your own eye? You hypocrite, first
take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take out
the speck that is in your brother’s eye.
37

Application: Christians are commanded to FORGIVE since we have received
FORGIVENESS ourselves. We are to FORGIVE in abundance, as well as repent
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of our own sins. Taking the plank out of our own eyes means that we must
confess our own sins. Only then can we correct others!
Let’s read more. Read verses 43-45.
43
“For no good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear
good fruit, 44 for each tree is known by its own fruit. For figs are not
gathered from thornbushes, nor are grapes picked from a bramble bush.
45
The good person out of the good treasure of his heart produces good,
and the evil person out of his evil treasure produces evil, for out of the
abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.
Application: Did you hear that? We need our hearts changed in order to
bear good fruit for Christ.
Now, let’s finish the chapter. Read verses 46-49.
“Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do what I tell you? 47
Everyone who comes to me and hears my words and does them, I will
show you what he is like: 48 he is like a man building a house, who dug
deep and laid the foundation on the rock. And when a flood arose, the
stream broke against that house and could not shake it, because it had
been well built. 49 But the one who hears and does not do them is like a
man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. When the
stream broke against it, immediately it fell, and the ruin of that house
was great.”

46

Conclusion: The bottom line of being a disciple of Christ is that you must DO
what He says. That is our only sure foundation in life. Think about that, and
we’ll continue right here next time!
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WORLDVIEW BUILDER

Draw the “Fear of God” pillar on the board. We will be building on our
“Fear of God” pillar today. To fear God is to love Him, honor and worship Him,
and obey Him. The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom!
So, what things did we learn about the FEAR OF GOD in Luke 5-6? Assist
your students to think of the following truths (connect them to the
pillar):

FEAR OF GOD

Say: It’s time to use what we have learned in God’s Word this week to build
our Christian minds. God has given us minds to think rightly and to believe
the TRUTH. So, each week we will connect what we learn from God’s Word
to HOW we are to think about all of life!

1. The paralytic feared God and was healed.
2. The Pharisees thought Jesus was blasphemous. They constantly
rejected Jesus as the Son of God.
3. Levi and the other apostles obeyed the call of Jesus and
followed Him.
4. Jesus is the Lord of the Sabbath.
5. We are blessed when we fear God.
6. Loving your enemies demonstrates the fear of God.
7. The wise man fears God!

DEFEND THE FAITH
Say: Now, it’s time to build our “defenses” up. You and I must always be
prepared to defend and protect our faith in Jesus Christ. Just remember what
the apostle Peter said:
15

I Peter 3:15 (ESV)
...always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you
for a reason for the hope that is in you…

Let’s get more PREPARED to give answers about the hope we have in Jesus
Christ! Let me ask you yet another question and see how you do…
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Q: Why is the Sabbath Day important to Christians?
There are many people who think it is silly to go to church every Sunday.
Others believe Sunday is just like every other day or just a day to have fun.
But Christians see the Sabbath as a special day—not just one to spend on
ourselves. So why is the Sabbath Day so important to Christians?
Make sure the children have these elements in their answer:
A: From the very beginning, God set one day aside as a day of rest
and worship. We get a break from our work in order to be restored
and renewed. The Sabbath is also a day to get together with other
Christians in order to worship. The Sabbath Day is a gift from God.
Jesus is the Lord of the Sabbath!
Say: People who do not honor the Sabbath Day are missing out on true rest
and worship. Doesn’t it make sense to follow how God has designed His world?
Every time Sunday rolls around, thank the LORD for giving you a Sabbath rest!

SCRIPTURE MEMORY
Review the Scripture Memory verse (Luke 6:37) with the students.
Luke 6:37 (ESV)
37
“Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you
will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven...
Use any method to review the memory work with the students.
See if any student can say it from memory.
Close in prayer.
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