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DEDICATED TO THE STUDENTS OF CHRIST COVENANT SCHOOL

USING THIS TEACHER’S GUIDE
OV ERV I EW
Investigating God’s Word...At School is a Bible
curriculum designed for Christian schools, grades
1st-5th. Each unit provides material for 9 weeks,
divided into four lessons each week. More
specifically, each lesson is designed to be taught
over two days, in 30-40 minute teaching blocks.
This Bible curriculum also includes Scripture
memory.

DIST I NC T I V ES
This Bible curriculum is unique in the following ways:
(1) It teaches the entirety of God’s Word, from
Genesis to Revelation, over the course of five years.
(2) It teaches the students how to study God’s
Word for themselves.
(3) It includes daily quizzes in order to help the
students build their Bible knowledge.
(4) It teaches the students a Word of the Week
each lesson to build their vocabularies.
(5) Each lesson puts the texts of Scripture in
historical context, teaching the children that the
Bible is real history.
(6) It trains the students to apply God’s Word to
their lives.
(7) It systematically inculcates a Biblical worldview,
training children to think Biblically.
(8) It gives the students tools to defend their faith
in Christ.

COM PON E N TS— DAY ON E
Each 2-day lesson begins with a lesson overview
to give you the “big picture” of the Scripture
being studied. It also includes a brief preparation
section and a teaching encouragement to help
get you started.
Introduction. Each “Day One” starts with an
introduction to the lesson. Younger children will be
asked a question to provoke their thinking. Older
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children will be taught a Psalm or Proverb of the day
to “call” them to study.
Quiz Time. Next, the students are quizzed in
order to train them to remember what they have
learned. These quizzes will often cover what
they learned the day before, but sometimes will
cover material elsewhere in God’s Word that they
should already know. Major knowledge areas like
the Ten Commandments, Days of Creation, etc.,
may be quizzed more often. It is recommended
that your children write out the answers to the
quiz and keep them in a Bible study journal.
W.O.W! The W.OW! is the Word of the Week.
Each lesson will introduce the students to a
vital Biblical vocabulary word. These words are
either found in the Scripture text itself, or they
are important theological words that the children
need to learn. The W.O.W! often provides the
theme for the entire lesson.
Historical Context. Each lesson, the Scripture
text is placed in historical context by use of a
timeline. It is essential that the children learn how
the story of redemptive history fits together. Bible
stories must not be viewed as detached scenes—
they are to be shown as a part of a much bigger
picture. The timeline is a useful tool toward that
end.
Bible Investigation. The Bible Investigation
time is the heart and soul of each day’s lesson. It
plunges the student directly into God’s Word, not
simply a paraphrase of a Bible story. All Scripture
texts included in he curriculum are from the
English Standard Version (ESV). The Bible reading
is taken in short sections, separated by times of
discussion, questions, and application points. This
format allows ample opportunities to stop, think
about and discuss what is being read.

Scripture Memory. At the end of each Day One
of the two-day lesson, the students will be taught
a Scripture memory verse. These memory texts
will be connected to what was studied that day.
And, since you will cover two lessons each week,
the students will be memorizing two passages a
week—twice as much as most memory programs.

COM PON E N TS—DAY T WO
Day Two components include several Day One
components, and add two very exciting sections
to the study.
Quiz Time. Day Two begins with a quiz. These
quizzes are most often an intensive review of Day
One material. Again, it is recommended that
your children write out the answers to the quiz
and keep them in a Bible study journal.
Historical Context. As you prepare to read the
Scripture, you will again have the opportunity to
put it in historical context for the students. The
timeline will visually demonstrate where you are
in God’s Word.
Bible Investigation. Again, this is the heart and
soul of each day’s Bible time. Your students will
learn how to study God’s Word for themselves, as
they read, answer questions, discuss, and apply
the Bible to their lives.
Worldview Builder. This component is found
only in Day Two of each lesson. It has been
created because of the need for our children to
develop Christian worldviews. Developing a
Christian worldview is the task of learning to look
at everything in life through the lens of Scripture.
It is being trained by the Holy Spirit and the Bible
to think Biblically for the glory of God.

particular pillar on the board, the students will
be asked to list things about that truth that they
learned in the lesson.
Defend the Faith. A necessary component of a
Bible curriculum is training our children how to
defend the Christian faith. It is not good enough
to give them Bible knowledge—they must learn
how to answer questions about what they believe
and why they believe it.
To that end, this section will present the students
with a question that they will have to answer. You
will also teach them the right answer after they
have a chance to share their thoughts. This will
begin the training of answering the skeptics and
their attacks on Christianity.
Scripture Memory. The day’s lesson ends with
a review of the Scripture memory passage. You
may use any method to help the students put it
to memory.

A N D F I NA L LY. . .
Teaching God’s Word is unlike any other subject
that you teach in school. It is the only book that
is inspired by God! It is the only text that truly
changes lives, by the power of the Holy Spirit. So
teach it with great passion and excitement, as
well as great care. When you teach the Bible you
are giving your students the greatest treasure
they can ever possess!

The Worldview Builder section helps the students
to connect what they are studying to a “pillar” of
a Christian worldview. The four main pillars that
are used in this study are: Creation, Providence,
Rationality, and the Fear of God. After putting the
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LESSON
SCHEDULE

II KINGS 7:1-8:6

Day One

OV ERV I EW
This unit begins with Samaria still under siege by the Syrians. Even
though the king of Israel is trying to murder Elisha, blaming him and God
for all the suffering, the LORD is gracious to His people. Through Elisha,
he tells the people that the siege will be over in a day, and there will
be inexpensive food in abundance! The king’s official ridicules the word
from the LORD, bringing upon himself a prophecy of doom.
The scene shifts to four unnamed lepers who plan to surrender to the
Syrians in order to be fed. Upon arriving at the camp, they find it totally
deserted! The LORD had made the Syrians hear the sound of a massive
army (that didn’t exist), prompting them to run for their lives. The lepers
had a ball, eating and drinking and plundering. They finally had an attack
of conscience, and decided to let the king of Israel know what God had
done. The king doesn’t believe it until he sends his own people to check
it out. After the Israelites plunder the Syrians, the cost of flour and barley
go way down, just as Elisha had prophesied. The king’s officer was
trampled to the ground, thereby not enjoying the fulfillment of God’s
Word—just as Elisha had said.

INTRODUCTION
Proverbs 19:20,27
2–3 mins.
QUIZ TIME
Elisha’s miracles
3–5 mins.
W.O.W!
Floodgates
3–5 mins.
HISTORICAL CONTEXT
Timeline
2–3 mins.
BIBLE INVESTIGATION
II Kings 7:1-12
12–15 mins.
SCRIPTURE MEMORY
Malachi 3:10
3–5 mins.

Day Two

The opening story of II Kings 8 has to do with the Shunammite woman
again. She and her family have returned from Philistia to find her land
and home owned by the king. Elisha’s servant advocates for her, telling
the king what Elisha had done for her. The king restored her land and
home—as well as all the income the land produced for the seven years!

QUIZ TIME
Lepers and Syrians
3–5 mins.

PR EPA R AT ION

BIBLE INVESTIGATION
II Kings 7:13-8:6
12–15 mins.

Read and meditate on II Kings 7 and 8 this week.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT
Timeline
3–5 mins.

WORLDVIEW BUILDER
Providence
5 mins.

T EACH I NG E NCOU R AG E M E N T
It’s a beautiful thing to see God open the floodgates of heaven and pour
down great blessings on His people. It’s also an extremely sad thing
to see people reject and revile the powerful blessings of God! Why
wouldn’t people trust in the LORD and thereby enjoy His great blessings?
Challenge your children with that question so that they will know how
easy it is to reject God’s goodness!

DEFEND THE FAITH
Doubting God’s goodness
5 mins.
SCRIPTURE MEMORY
Malachi 3:10
3–5 mins.
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DAY ONE

I N T RODUC T ION
Start by reading Proverbs 19:20,27.
20

Listen to advice and accept instruction, that you may gain 		
wisdom in the future. 27 Cease to hear instruction, my son, and
you will stray from the words of knowledge.
Say: These two verses from Proverbs 19 are opposites, aren’t they? If you
keep on listening to instruction, what will happen? [You will be wise.] If you
stop listening to instruction, what will happen? [You will stray away.] So
who’s ready to listen to instruction from God’s Word today?

QUIZ TIME
Now, let’s move on to QUIZ TIME.
Today’s question: Only one question for you today: List the miracles of
Elisha in order (the ones we have read so far).
Answer:
The healing of the waters of Jericho.
The multiplication of the widow’s oil.
The raising to life of the Shunammite’s son.
The healing of the pot of stew.
The feeding of a hundred people.
The healing of Naaman of leprosy.
The recovery of the prophet’s axhead.
Say: God also used Elisha to bring victory over the Moabites as well as the
Syrians. How could Elisha do all of these miracles? [The LORD did them
through Elisha.] Yet one so much greater than Elisha did even more amazing
miracles while on earth. And He is the only one who can save our souls. Who
is He? [Jesus!]
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W.O.W!
Our W.O.W! (Word of the Week) this week is FLOODGATES. Write it on
the board. Can anyone tell me what a FLOODGATE is? Allow answers.
The word defines itself, doesn’t it? A FLOODGATE is a barrier that holds back
a flood. Have any of you ever been in a flood? Or, have any of you had your
house flooded with water? A flood is a very powerful natural event, isn’t it?
So what happens if a FLOODGATE breaks and opens up? [The floods come
in!] When the FLOODGATES of a city break down, a whole city can be
flooded—especially a city like New Orleans which is below sea level.
The Bible also uses the word FLOODGATE figuratively to describe a barrier to
blessings from God. When God opens up the FLOODGATES, He lets loose a
FLOOD of blessings in our lives!
Look for our Word of the Week in our reading today. One man us-es the word
to ridicule God!

HISTORICAL CONTEXT
Draw the following timeline on the board to give the students some
historical context.

This Week’s Timeline
Death of Saul
The Divided
David Reigns
Kingdom
Solomon
1010 BC

971 BC

931 BC

Elisha
Ministers

Ezra
500 BC
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BIBLE INVESTIGATION
Introduction: Last time, we left off right in the middle of a story. What was
going on in Samaria, the capital of Israel? [The city was being besieged
by the Syrians.] How were things going for Israel? [Horribly. Food was
scarce. People were eating their children.] Instead of turning to God, the
king of Israel blamed God and His prophet Elisha for this suffering. He even
attempted to kill Elisha! Are you ready to see what happens next?
Let’s begin. Read II Kings 7:1.
1
But Elisha said, “Hear the word of the LORD: thus says the LORD,
Tomorrow about this time a seah of fine flour shall be sold for a shekel,
and two seahs of barley for a shekel, at the gate of Samaria.”
Discussion: In the face of being murdered by the king of Israel, Elisha speaks
the word of the LORD to him. Do you understand what he is saying? In just
one day, flour and barley will be cheap and in abundance again. In other
words, the siege will be over! God will deliver Israel from the Syrians. Do you
think the king will trust in the LORD and believe Elisha?
Listen to his captain. Read verse 2.
2
Then the captain on whose hand the king leaned said to the man of
God, “If the LORD himself should make windows in heaven, could this
thing be?” But he said, “You shall see it with your own eyes, but you shall
not eat of it.”
Discussion: There’s our Word of the Week! Did the captain really think that
the LORD would open the FLOODGATES of heaven and deliver them from the
Syrians? No! He did not trust in God; instead, he ridiculed God. What would
be the consequence for his unbelief? [He would not “eat” of any of the
blessings.]
Application: When the Word of the LORD comes to you from the Bible, God
expects you to believe it! Unbelief will always come with consequences.
Now listen to what happens. Read verses 3-4.
Now there were four men who were lepers at the entrance to the gate.
And they said to one another, “Why are we sitting here until we die? 4 If
we say, ‘Let us enter the city,’ the famine is in the city, and we shall die
there. And if we sit here, we die also. So now come, let us go over to the
camp of the Syrians. If they spare our lives we shall live, and if they kill
us we shall but die.”
3
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Discussion: These unnamed Hebrew lepers had an interesting plan, didn’t
they? Instead of just staying in Samaria and starving, they decided to surrender
and get fed. Even if the Syrians decided to kill them, they were dying anyway!
Do you like this plan?
Will it work? Let’s see. Read verses 5-7.
5
So they arose at twilight to go to the camp of the Syrians. But when
they came to the edge of the camp of the Syrians, behold, there was
no one there. 6 For the Lord had made the army of the Syrians hear the
sound of chariots and of horses, the sound of a great army, so that they
said to one another, “Behold, the king of Israel has hired against us the
kings of the Hittites and the kings of Egypt to come against us.” 7 So they
fled away in the twilight and abandoned their tents, their horses, and
their donkeys, leaving the camp as it was, and fled for their lives.
Discussion: How amazing is that! Why did all the Syrians run for their lives?
[The LORD caused them to hear the sound of chariots and horses and a
great army.] But there was no army at all—just four starving lepers looking
for food. Our God is so powerful, he can make enemies flee with army sound
effects!
Let’s continue. Read verses 8-11.
8
And when these lepers came to the edge of the camp, they went into a
tent and ate and drank, and they carried off silver and gold and clothing
and went and hid them. Then they came back and entered another tent
and carried off things from it and went and hid them. 9 Then they said to
one another, “We are not doing right. This day is a day of good news. If
we are silent and wait until the morning light, punishment will overtake
us. Now therefore come; let us go and tell the king’s household.” 10 So
they came and called to the gatekeepers of the city and told them, “We
came to the camp of the Syrians, and behold, there was no one to be
seen or heard there, nothing but the horses tied and the donkeys tied
and the tents as they were.” 11 Then the gatekeepers called out, and it
was told within the king’s household.
Discussion: What a funny scene! The four starving lepers were eating and
drinking and plundering the tents of the Syrians. Then, they had an attack of
conscience. They realized that they were witnesses of an amazing miracle
from the LORD! So what do you do when you are a witness to a miracle? [You
go and tell other people about it!] And that is just what they did.
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But how will the king respond? Read verse 12.
12
And the king rose in the night and said to his servants, “I will tell
you what the Syrians have done to us. They know that we are hungry.
Therefore they have gone out of the camp to hide themselves in the
open country, thinking, ‘When they come out of the city, we shall take
them alive and get into the city.’ ”
Discussion: Did the king of Israel believe that God had delivered them from
the Syrians? [No!] He refused to believe the word of the LORD delivered by
Elisha. Instead, he thought this was some Syrian trick. He certainly did not put
his faith in the LORD!
Application: When a pastor or teacher shows you from the Bible who God
is and what He has done for you, do you believe him? I hope so! Faith comes
from believing the Word of God.
Conclusion: We have to end in the middle of a story again. That will make
you want to hear more next time! Think about how you have a choice every
day—either you will believe the Word of God or you will reject it. God’s Word
calls you to trust in Jesus alone for your life!

SCRIPTURE MEMORY
Read the Scripture Memory verse (Malachi 3:10) together.
Malachi 3:10 (ESV)
10
Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food
in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of
hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour
down for you a blessing until there is no more need.
Say: The captain of the king did not believe God can open up the FLOODGATES
of heaven and bless His people. Do you? Do you know that God gives great
blessing to all who follow Jesus? And, as this verse tells us, He also blesses us
for giving our tithes and offerings to Him. We can never outgive God!
Review the verse a couple of times. Close in prayer.
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DAY TWO
QUIZ TIME
Let’s begin today with QUIZ TIME. Are you ready?
Today’s questions: What is our most recent Word of the Week? Who
decided to walk in to the Syrian camp and give themselves up? Why would
they do that? Why was there no one in the camp when they got there?
Answers:
1. Floodgates.
2. Four lepers.
3. They were starving to death anyway. They may be
slaves, but at least they would eat!
4. The LORD had made the Syrian army hear sounds of a great
army, so they fled.
We serve an amazing God, don’t we? He fights our enemies and provides for
us every day!

HISTORICAL CONTEXT
Draw the following timeline on the board to give the students some
historical context.

This Week’s Timeline
Death of Saul
The Divided
David Reigns
Kingdom
Solomon
1010 BC

971 BC

931 BC

Elisha
Ministers

Ezra
500 BC
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BIBLE INVESTIGATION
Have your students open their Bibles to II Kings 7.
Introduction: We left off with those four lepers telling the king of Israel
about what had happened to the Syrian army. Did the king believe that God
had actually driven away the Syrians? [No.] The king doubted God’s power
and God’s goodness. But the lepers didn’t! They saw it firsthand. So let’s see
what happens next.
Let’s read. Read II Kings 7:13-16.
13
And one of his servants said, “Let some men take five of the remaining
horses, seeing that those who are left here will fare like the whole
multitude of Israel who have already perished. Let us send and see.”
14
So they took two horsemen, and the king sent them after the army
of the Syrians, saying, “Go and see.” 15 So they went after them as far
as the Jordan, and behold, all the way was littered with garments and
equipment that the Syrians had thrown away in their haste. And the
messengers returned and told the king. 16 Then the people went out and
plundered the camp of the Syrians. So a seah of fine flour was sold for
a shekel, and two seahs of barley for a shekel, according to the word of
the LORD.
Discussion: Was the king right? Was this just a trick? [No.] Elisha had
spoken a true word from the LORD, and it all came to pass—just as God had
promised. The Israelites plundered so much from the abandoned camp that
flour and barley sold for exactly what Elisha said it would. Now, what about
the king’s unbelieving officer?
Let’s find out. Read verses 17-20.
17
Now the king had appointed the captain on whose hand he leaned to
have charge of the gate. And the people trampled him in the gate, so that
he died, as the man of God had said when the king came down to him. 18
For when the man of God had said to the king, “Two seahs of barley shall
be sold for a shekel, and a seah of fine flour for a shekel, about this time
tomorrow in the gate of Samaria,” 19 the captain had answered the man
of God, “If the LORD himself should make windows in heaven, could
such a thing be?” And he had said, “You shall see it with your own eyes,
but you shall not eat of it.” 20 And so it happened to him, for the people
trampled him in the gate and he died.
Discussion: Wow! No wonder that unbelieving officer never tasted of the
plundered food! We read last time that he ridiculed the fact that God could
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actually open the FLOODGATES of heaven—and he died for it. His unbelief
had a huge consequence.
Now let’s move on to the next chapter. We will read another story about
Elisha—one that happened some time BEFOFE the siege.
Read II Kings 8:1-3.
1
Now Elisha had said to the woman whose son he had restored to life,
“Arise, and depart with your household, and sojourn wherever you can,
for the LORD has called for a famine, and it will come upon the land for
seven years.” 2 So the woman arose and did according to the word of the
man of God. She went with her household and sojourned in the land of
the Philistines seven years. 3 And at the end of the seven years, when
the woman returned from the land of the Philistines, she went to appeal
to the king for her house and her land.
Discussion: Do you remember this woman? This is the Shunammite woman
who had her son raised from the dead. Elisha had saved her and her family
from starvation, yet they later lost their home and land.
Let’s finish our reading and see what happens. Read verses 4-6.
4
Now the king was talking with Gehazi the servant of the man of God,
saying, “Tell me all the great things that Elisha has done.” 5 And while
he was telling the king how Elisha had restored the dead to life, behold,
the woman whose son he had restored to life appealed to the king for
her house and her land. And Gehazi said, “My lord, O king, here is the
woman, and here is her son whom Elisha restored to life.” 6 And when
the king asked the woman, she told him. So the king appointed an official
for her, saying, “Restore all that was hers, together with all the produce
of the fields from the day that she left the land until now.”
Conclusion: Did God open the FLOODGATES of heaven and bless this
Shunammite woman again? [Yes.] Elisha’s ministry had a big impact on this
family. He was used by the LORD to greatly bless her. Elisha was also used
to bless Israel by having them become free from the Syrian siege. Why does
God choose to open the FLOODGATES of heaven and bless His people? It’s
not because we deserve it; it’s all because of His grace. And the best flood of
blessing you will ever receive is Jesus Christ!
We’ll pick up our studies here next time.
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WORLDVIEW BUILDER

PROVIDENCE

Say: Now, it’s time to use what we have learned in God’s Word this week
to build our Christian minds. God has given us minds to think rightly and to
believe the TRUTH. So, each week we will connect what we learn from God’s
Word to HOW we are to think about all of life!
Draw the “Providence” pillar on the board. We will be build on our
“providence” pillar today. What is God’s providence? Allow answers. God’s
providence is His perfect care and direction of this world. He is in total control
of all things!
So, what did we learn about the providence of God in II Kings 7-8? Help your
students articulate the following truths (write them on the board
next to the pillar):
1. The LORD opened the floodgates of heaven.
2. The LORD drove away the Syrians so his people could be fed.
3. God cared for four poor lepers.
4. The captain was not provided for because he doubted
God’s providence!
5. The Shunammite woman’s land was restored.
We have the choice to trust God’s providence in our lives or reject Him!

DEFEND THE FAITH
Say: Now we will take a moment to get our “defenses” up. You and I must
always be prepared to defend and protect our faith in Jesus Christ. Just
remember what the apostle Peter wrote:
15

I Peter 3:15 (ESV)
…Always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for
a reason for the hope that is in you…

Let’s get more PREPARED to give answers about the hope we have in Jesus
Christ! Let me ask another question and see how you do...
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Q: Why do so many people doubt God’s goodness?
The captain of the king’s guard didn’t believe that God could provide for His
people. He really doubted God’s power; but, even more, His goodness. Many
people are just like that captain. They believe in a God who is in control, but
is not really good. Why do you think that is? Allow answers.
Make sure the children have these elements in their answer:
A: Human beings like to see themselves as good. We are the center
of the universe! With all the evil around us, it is tempting to doubt
God’s goodness. People can judge God and think He should do more
to prevent bad things from happening. How can God be good if He
lets me suffer?
Say: Many people just do not have the faith to believe in a good God. They
see the negative instead of the positive. They ignore all of their blessings, or
just covet more of them. They do not truly know the God of the Bible! I hope
and pray that you believe God is always GOOD to His people!

SCRIPTURE MEMORY
Review the Scripture Memory verse (Malachi 3:10) with the students.
Malachi 3:10 (ESV)
10
Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food
in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD of
hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour
down for you a blessing until there is no more need.
Use any method to review the memory work with the students.
See if any student can say it from memory. Close in prayer.
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