IMPLEMENTING
GOD’S WORD...
YEAR SIX | SUMMER QUARTER
BIBLICAL COUNSELING 4

SSY06SU

SUNDAY SCHOOL CURRICULUM
FOR HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH

LESSON SEQUENCE
SUMMER QUARTER
The Lesson Sequence gives the teacher an overview of the entire quarter.
The central goal of the Implementing God’s Word… curriculum is to
equip youth to put the truths of Scripture together in their minds and to
work in their hearts, by the help of the Holy Spirit.

RELATIONSHIP PROBLEMS
LESSON ONE

Teenage Rebellion

LESSON TWO

Family Problems

LESSON THREE

Peer Pressure

LESSON FOUR

Bullying/Enemies

LESSON FIVE

Dating Relationships

LESSON SIX

Social Media

SEXUALITY AND GENDER PROBLEMS
LESSON SEVEN

Sexual Immorality

LESSON EIGHT

Homosexuality/SSA

LESSON NINE

Gender Confusion

LESSON TEN

Victims of Sexual Abuse

PROBLEMS WITH THE FUTURE
LESSON ELEVEN

Decision Making Problems

LESSON TWELVE

Immaturity

LESSON THIRTEEN

Calling and Career
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LESSON EIGHT --- HOMOSEXUALITY/SSA
OVERVIEW
In our current cultural climate, it is evil and hateful to even think of
homosexuality as a problem; or even worse, a sin. Yet God’s Word
makes it clear that God’s design is for man and woman to be joined
sexually in marriage, not man and man or woman and woman.
Homosexuality, Biblically defined, is the identity and lifestyle of sexual
desire and behavior toward a person or persons of one’s own sex.
Same sex attraction is more limited in scope—describing the problem of
feelings and attraction to a person of one’s own sex, while still committed
to heterosexuality. Homosexuality is incompatible with Christianity; but, a
Christian may still struggle with same sex attraction.
In order to help someone who wants to reject homosexual desires and
behaviors, it is important to distinguish between homosexuality and SSA.
From there, it will help to think through how we all have sinful sexual
desires, making homosexual desires just one of those. A person who is
tempted to homosexuality is not weird or sick, nor is he or she just having
normal feelings. It is an unnatural desire which is rooted in our sin nature.
In other words, homosexuality is not genetic or “just the way God made
me.” It is the result of the fall of man.
Solving the problems of homosexuality and SSA will also include
confronting the contributing factors, helping a person to repent of the
life-dominating sin, and dwelling in the beauty of I Corinthians 6:11. The
homosexual can be washed and cleansed by the blood of Christ and
the power of the Spirit!

SUGGESTED
SCHEDULE
WELCOME
Ecclesiastes 10:8-10
2–3 mins.
DRILL TIME
Sexual Immorality
3–5 mins.
MIND-IN-TRAINING
I have the power to
change?
6–8 mins.
BIBLE
IMPLEMENTATION
Homosexuality/
Same Sex Attraction
30 mins.
MIND-IN-ACTION
Compassionate
friendship
3-5 mins.

TEACHING ENCOURAGEMENT
As with all sexual topics, this one may make your students somewhat
uncomfortable. They may even want to joke or not take it very seriously.
On the other hand, you may have some who object to the Biblical
teaching of homosexuality as a sin! In our current climate of lies and
propaganda regarding sexuality, you will most likely have young people
who think we aren’t being loving and tolerant. Show them that loving
others with the love of Christ includes confronting in the truth! We want
change for our friends; not simply resolution to live in our current states
of being.
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WELCOME
Greet the students. Welcome visitors. Open with prayer.
Listen to God’s Word. Read Ecclesiastes 10:8-10.
8

He who digs a pit will fall into it, and a serpent will bite him
who breaks through a wall. 9 He who quarries stones is hurt by
them, and he who splits logs is endangered by them. 10 If the iron
is blunt, and one does not sharpen the edge, he must use more
strength, but wisdom helps one to succeed.
Say: What do all of these situations have in common? People are acting
foolishly! And what will foolishness accomplish? Pain and suffering. So
we can only succeed with WISDOM!

DRILL TIME
Now, we will move on to DRILL TIME—our weekly opportunity to review
what we have learned from God’s Word. Are you ready?
Today’s questions: Why is sexual immorality a problem? What is the
first thing you should do if a friend comes to you about his or her sexual
immorality? What are some other things you can do to help a friend with
this problem?
Call on students to answer.
Answers:
1. Because it is sin against God.
2. Show grace and mercy.
3. Listen to the whole story. Confront the sin itself. Deal with
the sinful relationship. Help with related problems. Offer
accountability. Present the gospel of hope and change.
Sexual sin is a difficult problem, but it is not the unforgiveable sin!
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MIND-IN-TRAINING
Say: Each week, we will train our minds to think the way God wants us
to think. We need to think Biblically in order to help people with their
spiritual, emotional, and relational problems.
We’ll continue our discussion of the LIES that people believe about God,
self, and the world that we live in. Even professing Christians can be
tempted to believe some lies that the world teaches, like this one...
Lie #6: I have the power to change.
Let’s think about some of the ways you may hear this sort of lie from a
friend:
•
•
•
•

“I can change anytime I want to. I just don’t want to.”
“We all have so much potential to be whatever we want to be.”
“People don’t change because they don’t want to.”
“I get so mad that other people don’t change.”

Why do we say this is a lie? Are we saying that people have no power to
change anything about themselves? Allow answers. Of course, people
can change their mind, change their hair color, and even change certain
things about themselves. But the truth is that real, substantial change only
comes by the power of the Holy Spirit. Think about it this way: The very
act of becoming a Christian is about being changed from a spiritually
dead person to a spiritually alive person. All other changes only come
about from the change that God makes in our hearts.
So, here are some things to say to a friend who believes this lie:
• “You can only change because God has changed you.”
• “Because God has changed you, you are responsible to change
and become more like Christ.”
• “If you are frustrated with people who aren’t changing, pray that
God will change them.”
• “It is only by the grace of God that we change.”
Do you see the difference?
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BIBLE IMPLEMENTATION
Introduction: Let’s continue addressing problems that fall under the
heading of:
Sexuality and Gender Problems
As we mentioned last time, we live in a time where many people don’t
believe that the problems we are discussing are problems in the first
place. After all, they say, we are sexually free, and should be able to
choose to live any way we want to live. That is especially true for this
next set of problems:
Homosexuality and Same Sex Attraction (SSA)
Discussion: Before we can look at these related problems Biblically, we
need to define them well
• Homosexuality: The identity and lifestyle of sexual desire and
behavior toward a person or persons of one’s own sex.
• Same Sex Attraction: A struggle with feelings and attraction to a
person of one’s own sex, yet committed to a heterosexual identity.
Do you understand the difference? When a person is convinced he or
she is a homosexual (gay or lesbian), then he or she has established an
IDENTITY. Same sex attraction is more limited to a struggle of affections
while refusing the IDENTITY of homosexuality. So, as we will expand
on in a bit, Christians cannot be committed homosexuals, but they can
certainly struggle with same sex attraction. We need to look at God’s
Word to confirm this very bold statement:
What the Bible says about homosexuality
Discussion: While the world may declare that homosexuality is just a
normal genetic sexual identity, the Bible says something else. Let’s read
some verses together:
Turn to Genesis 2. Read Genesis 2:21-25.
21
So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and
while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22
And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a
woman and brought her to the man. 23 Then the man said, “This at last
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is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman,
because she was taken out of Man.” 24 Therefore a man shall leave his
father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become
one flesh. 25 And the man and his wife were both naked and were not
ashamed.
Discussion: From the beginning, God created people as either male or
female. Then, he created marriage to be between one man and one
woman. Homosexual marriage is not God-ordained.
Then, in Genesis 18-19, we have God’s first major confrontation with
homosexual sin. Does anyone remember it? Allow answers. Yes, God
destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah for its rampant evil, including its
abundance of homosexual sin.
Turn to Leviticus 18. Read Leviticus 18:22.
22
You shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination.
And Leviticus 20. Read Leviticus 20:13.
If a man lies with a male as with a woman, both of them have
committed an abomination; they shall surely be put to death; their blood
is upon them.
13

Discussion: Old Testament law was clear: Homosexuality was an
abomination to the LORD. But what about the New Testament?
Turn to Romans 1. Read Romans 1:26-27.
26
For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their
women exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature;
27
and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were
consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts
with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error.
Discussion: Paul describes homosexual desire and behavior as “unnatural”
and sinful—one of the many results of our rebellion against God.
Turn to I Corinthians 6. Read I Corinthians 6:9,11.
Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of
God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters,
nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, 11 And such were
some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

9
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Discussion: We will comment more on that verse in a moment. The first
point is that homosexuality is not compatible with the Kingdom of God!
Now let’s turn our attention to:
Solving homosexuality and SSA Biblically
Discussion: Our focus here will be on our friends who struggle with
homosexuality and SSA, but also claim to be Christians. Consider these
basic Biblical principles:
1. Distinguish between homosexuality and SSA. As we said earlier,
there is an important distinction to make here. Does your friend accept that
he IS homosexual (identity) or that he just struggles with being attracted
to the same sex? An identity of “homosexual” is not compatible with the
identity of “Christian.” Yet a Christian can still struggle with SSA. Make
sure your friend understands the difference.
2. Talk about the reality of sinful desires. While some people have
sinful homosexual desires, we ALL have some sort of sinful desires too!
We are all attracted to the things of this world and the lusts of the flesh.
Some of us have the sinful desire for:
•
•
•
•
•

Lots of money and worldly wealth (greed).
Overeating lots of food (gluttony).
Heterosexual sexual experience outside of marriage.
Pornography.
Power and fame.

How does this help your friend? It makes homosexual desire just one
of any number of human sinful desires. It is “unnatural,” but it is not
strange or weird or sick. SSA is a very powerful sinful desire, but it is not
impossible to overcome.
3. Walk carefully through the “genetic” question. The common
wisdom of this world is that some people are born heterosexual and
others are born homosexual. Homosexuality is normal because it is just
part of our genetic makeup. Your friend may even be convinced that she
didn’t “choose” to be gay, it somehow chose her! Some scientists have
worked for decade to find the “gay gene,” to no avail. Yet many people
still believe this myth.
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The truth is that we all have SINFUL NATURES. From this same sinful
nature arises all sorts of different sinful desires and behaviors. From a
sinful heart, we end up choosing certain sinful desires, thoughts, and
actions.
4. Confront the contributing factors. Like so many other problems, there
is not a singular cause of homosexuality or SSA (other than sin). So, to
solve the problem, we must deal with the possible contributing factors.
Some of these may be:
• A lack of Biblical fathering or mothering.
• A giving into the cultural re-defining of what it means to be a man or
a woman.
• Sexual abuse or molestation as a child.
• Predatory behavior by an older homosexual.
• Feelings of isolation or being rejected by the opposite sex.
• Gender confusion.
Do you see that these are problems that need to confronted? Any others
we need to add to the list? Allow answers.
5. Repent of the life-dominating sin. Homosexuality is best understood
as a life-dominating sin. If you recall, this is also how we think about
addictions! A life-dominating sin takes the center place of our lives and is
identity-forming. It then impacts everything else in our lives—our activities,
relationships, work, beliefs, attitudes, etc. Do you see how homosexuality
does that? Someone who truly wants to change will need to:
•
•
•
•

Change
Change
Change
Change

their relationships (friends as well as sexual relationships).
their activities/hobbies.
what they read/watch/listen to.
how they look at God and the world.

This change is called REPENTANCE—turning from sinful desires and
behavior and turning to Christ!
6. Dwell in the beauty of I Corinthians 6:11. Remember what this verse
says? Turn back there for a moment. After saying that homosexuals (and
others) will not inherit the Kingdom of God, Paul says the beautiful words,
“And such WERE some of you.” Homosexuals can change IN CHRIST!
They can be washed and cleansed of their sins. Their hearts and minds
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can be changed. They can be given a new identity in Christ! The hope
of gospel transformation is for ALL sins and ALL of us! So help your friend
believe in the power of the cross and the work of the Spirit of God.
Conclusion: What more can we say than the grace of God changes
our identities!

MIND-IN-ACTION
Let’s end our time together today with a MIND-IN-ACTION section. If
you do not put your MIND into ACTION, it will just become a MIND
INACTIVE!
Here’s your first challenge for the week:
Have a heart of compassion for those who struggle.
It is often tempting just to make fun of people who struggle with homosexual
desires and behavior. They can be seen as freaks or weirdos instead
of people made in the image of God. As a follower of Christ, we
are called to have compassionate hearts for all people, with any sinful
struggle. Show the grace and mercy that you have received from God!
Then, the second part of the challenge:
Offer to be a true friend in Christ.
In the same vein, a person who is seeking to reject a homosexual lifestyle
can still be isolated from the body of Christ. You may be afraid of what
may happen in a close relationship. Yet, a true friend will be confident
in Christ and seek to love unconditionally. Be a good friend and keep
your friend accountable!
Close in prayer.

P70 --- YEAR SIX YOUTH TEACHER’S MANUAL --- SUMMER QUARTER --- LESSON EIGHT

