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introduction
Welcome to the Scottish Sleuths Vacation
Bible School curriculum series. Each year, our
Scottish Super Sleuths, Angus McTavish and
Professor Dabney Thornwell, are called in to
solve a Biblical “case” with the help of the VBS
children. The detective characters symbolically
portray the message that we want the students
to learn to become thoughtful investigators of
Biblical truth.

the gospel message from God’s Word in
the context of loving relationships between
teachers and their students. Therefore, it is
vital for each teacher to remember that VBS is
all about:
a) Showing the love of Christ to each one of
your students;
b) Faithfully and clearly presenting the
gospel of Jesus Christ from God’s Word; and,
c) Praying for God’s Spirit to do His
sovereign work in the lives of the VBS
children.

This Old Testament case involves a search for
the “Cardiac Crusader.” Investigating the Book
of I Samuel, your children will learn that David
was a man after God’s own heart. He had a heart
for God, a heart of faith, a heart in covenant, a
heart of hope, and a heart gripped by the grace
of God. Yet, David is just a foreshadow of the
true Cardiac Crusader—Jesus Christ. Jesus is
God’s only Son whose pure heart led him to the
cross to “crusade” for His people!

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.

Please feel free to use your creative energy to
mold this curriculum to your own personality
and the learning styles of your particular
students. Remember that the end goal of all our
teaching is to bring students face-to-face with
the gospel of Jesus Christ with full dependence
on His Spirit to change hearts and minds.

Curriculum Distinctives
Focuses on the verbal transmission of
Bible stories (The art of storytelling).
Emphasizes class discussion in an open
question and answer format.
Age-appropriate.
Maximizes the small amount of time with
profound truths without trying to be too
theologically elaborate.
Reduces the amount of “busy work.”
Does not overload with too much content or
too many activities.

On Classroom Setup
The most important thing to remember about
your classroom setup is that it should be
conducive to learning. Arrange the room in
such a way that the students can effectively
hear and see the teacher(s) and have classroom
discussion. Also, post the Scripture Memory,
Application Points and other visual aids that will
focus the minds of the children on God’s truths.
Don’t worry about decorating according to the
theme—but you are welcome to be as creative
as possible. The priority is making the room a
place that helps the children learn.

Vacation Bible School is a ministry of the
local church that is intended to be primarily
evangelistic in nature. The curriculum presents
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Overview of Daily Lessons
a heart FOR god
DAY ONE
Theme: Developing a HEART for GOD.
Bible Text: I Samuel 15-16
Scripture Memory: I Samuel 16:7b

a heart of FAITH
DAY TWO
Theme: Acting boldly from a HEART of FAITH.
Bible Text: I Samuel 17
Scripture Memory: II Timothy 2:22b

a heart IN COVENANT
DAY THREE
Theme: Loving others from a HEART in COVENANT.
Bible Text: I Samuel 18-20
Scripture Memory: Matthew 6:21

a heart of HOPE
DAY FOUR
Theme: Living confidently from a HEART of HOPE.
Bible Text: I Samuel 24, 26
Scripture Memory: II Thessalonians 2:16-17a

a heart GRIPPED BY GRACE
DAY FIVE
Theme: Having a HEART GRIPPED by GRACE.
Bible Text: I Samuel 27, 29-30
Scripture Memory: Review all memory verses
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SCRIPTURE MEMORY
DAY ONE: I SAMUEL 16;7b
“Man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.”

DAY TWO: II TIMOTHY 2:22b
...pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who call on the LORD
from a pure heart.

DAY THREE: MATTHEW 6:21
“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

DAY FOUR: II THESSALONIANS 2:16-17a
Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and gave us eternal
comfort and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts...

DAY FIVE: REVIEW ALL MEMORY WORK

Note: All Scripture Memory passages are taken
from the English Standard Version (ESV) unless otherwise noted.
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DAILY SCHEDULE
9:00 - 9:15

OPENING PROGRAM

9:15 - 9:45

WELCOME/ICEBREAKER
BIBLE LESSON

9:45 - 10:05

RECREATION

10:05 - 10:25

SNACK TIME

10:25 - 10:45

MUSIC

10:45 - 11:05

BIBLE APPLICATION

11:05 - 11:25

CRAFTS

11:25 - 11:45*

BIBLE MEMORY

11:45 - NOON

CLOSING PROGRAM

*Day Five Only: 11:30 - Noon
Closing Celebration
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developing a
heart for god
Day One

BIBLE TEXT
I Samuel 15-16

MEMORY VERSE
I Samuel 16:7b

SCRIPTURE TRUTH
Our outward behavior puts our hearts on display. Man is
concerned about the outside; God looks at the heart.

LESSON AIM
For the students to know that God sees their hearts, and to
desire a heart change that only God can give.
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teach us more about Him and what He requires
of His people. He has given us stories of real
people in real places in real history in order
to teach us the ONE STORY of redemption in
Jesus Christ. Thank God for the gift of His Word!

OPening PROGRAM
The opening program includes a skit to
introduce the day’s theme, a time of singing, and
announcements. After the opening program, go
with your students back to your classroom.
				

Bible Lesson
[Note: The “Bible Lesson” time is intended to:
1) Allow the students to read and hear God’s
Word and gain understanding of what it says;
2) Raise questions in their minds that will be
discussed during the “Bible Application” time.]

WELCOME
Introduce yourself, your co-teacher(s), and your
classroom helpers. Greet the boys and girls
warmly, working diligently to memorize their
names. Make sure each student has a name tag.

Materials: Our younger children need this
storytelling time to be dramatic as well as
visual. Feel free to bring in pictures, drawings,
flannelgraphs, puppets, etc., as visual aids.
Introduction: This week, we will be investigating
the Old Testament, in the Book of I Samuel. Has
anyone read a Bible story about Samuel before?
Allow answers. Samuel was a great PROPHET of
God as well as the last JUDGE of Israel. Samuel
also anointed the first human KING of Israel,
King Saul. We will begin our reading today in
I Samuel 15, with some distressing news about
Saul.

icebreaker
[Note: Each day’s icebreaker is intended to
prepare the students to learn God’s Word and
to encourage interaction between students
and teachers.]
Have the students sit down. Get their attention.
Have some of the students tell one of the
best birthday gifts they have ever received
to the class. Begin by telling them one
of yours. You may want to ask them reasons for why that gift was the best gift ever.

Read I Samuel 15:10-11.
10
The word of the LORD came to Samuel:
11
“I regret that I have made Saul king, for he
has turned back from following me and has not
performed my commandments.” And Samuel
was angry, and he cried to the LORD all night.

Transition: Who was ever given a BIBLE as a
gift? That’s one of the best gifts ever, if you
think about it. God has given us His WORD to

Discussion [Assist them with all answers]:
Why has the LORD regretted making Saul
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king over His people? [Because Saul has stopped
following the LORD.] How did Samuel respond
to this news? [He was angry, and cried all night.]

hears it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said,
“Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come
to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3 And invite Jesse to
the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall
do. And you shall anoint for me him whom I
declare to you.” 4 Samuel did what the LORD
commanded and came to Bethlehem. The
elders of the city came to meet him trembling
and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5 And he
said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the
LORD. Consecrate yourselves, and come with
me to the sacrifice.” And he consecrated Jesse
and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

Summary: Samuel confronts Saul, but Saul
denies disobeying God. Listen to these next
important words from Samuel.
Read verses 22-23.
22
And Samuel said, “Has the LORD as great delight
in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying
the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better
than sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of rams.
23
For rebellion is as the sin of divination, and
presumption is as iniquity and idolatry. Because
you have rejected the word of the LORD, he has
also rejected you from being king.”

Discussion: Did you hear that? The next king
of Israel will come from the family of Jesse the
Bethlehemite. What was Samuel afraid of? [Of
Saul finding out and killing him.] The elders of
Bethlehem thought Samuel was there just to
offer sacrifices.

Discussion: Saul thought that offering sacrifices
was as good as obeying the LORD. Is that true?
[No.] Saul’s HEART truly rejected the LORD, so
what did the LORD do about it? [He rejected
Saul as king of Israel.]

Let’s continue. Read verses 6-10.
6
When they came, he looked on Eliab and
thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is before
him.” 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not
look on his appearance or on the height of his
stature, because I have rejected him. For the
LORD sees not as man sees: man looks on the
outward appearance, but the LORD looks on
the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and
made him pass before Samuel. And he said,
“Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 9 Then
Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said,
“Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 10
And Jesse made seven of his sons pass before
Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD
has not chosen these.”

Listen to more. Read verses 34-35.
34
Then Samuel went to Ramah, and Saul went
up to his house in Gibeah of Saul. 35 And Samuel
did not see Saul again until the day of his death,
but Samuel grieved over Saul. And the LORD
regretted that he had made Saul king over
Israel.
Discussion: What a sad ending for the first
human king of Israel! How did Samuel feel
about Saul now? [He grieved over Saul.] What a
sad day for all of God’s people.
Let’s keep reading. Read I Samuel 16:1-5.
1
The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you
grieve over Saul, since I have rejected him from
being king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and
go. I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite,
for I have provided for myself a king among his
sons.” 2 And Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul

Discussion: Why did Samuel think that Eliab
must be the new king of Israel? [He had the
outward appearance of a king!] How many
of Jesse’s sons were brought before Samuel?
[Seven.] How many were rejected as king?
[Seven.]
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Let’s read more. Read verses 11-13.
11
Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your
sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet
the youngest, but behold, he is keeping the
sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and
get him, for we will not sit down till he comes
here.” 12 And he sent and brought him in. Now
he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was
handsome. And the LORD said, “Arise, anoint
him, for this is he.” 13 Then Samuel took the
horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of
his brothers. And the Spirit of the LORD rushed
upon David from that day forward. And Samuel
rose up and went to Ramah.

Let’s finish our reading. Read verses 21-23.
21
And David came to Saul and entered his
service. And Saul loved him greatly, and he
became his armor-bearer. 22 And Saul sent to
Jesse, saying, “Let David remain in my service,
for he has found favor in my sight.” 23 And
whenever the harmful spirit from God was
upon Saul, David took the lyre and played it
with his hand. So Saul was refreshed and was
well, and the harmful spirit departed from him.

Discussion: Why wasn’t David with the rest of his
brothers? [He was tending the sheep.] What did
the LORD tell Samuel? [Arise, anoint David. He is
the king!] What happened to David after he was
anointed? [The Spirit of the LORD came upon him.]

Close this time with prayer, thanking God for
His Word.

Conclusion: We’ll talk more about Saul and
David, and how to apply truths about this story
to our lives during Bible Application Time.

Let’s read more. Read verses 14-18.
14
Now the Spirit of the LORD departed from
Saul, and a harmful spirit from the LORD
tormented him. 15 And Saul’s servants said to
him, “Behold now, a harmful spirit from God is
tormenting you. 16 Let our lord now command
your servants who are before you to seek out a
man who is skillful in playing the lyre, and when
the harmful spirit from God is upon you, he will
play it, and you will be well.” 17 So Saul said to
his servants, “Provide for me a man who can
play well and bring him to me.” 18 One of the
young men answered, “Behold, I have seen a
son of Jesse the Bethlehemite, who is skillful in
playing, a man of valor, a man of war, prudent
in speech, and a man of good presence, and
the LORD is with him.”

recreation
Go with your children to the Recreation Area.
The Recreation Team will be responsible for
your students during this time. Use this time
to as your break.

snack
Snacks will be delivered to your classroom.
Lead the class in a prayer of thanks for the
food and drink. Make sure the students
respect each other while eating and clean up
after themselves. This is also a good time for
all of the children to take a bathroom break.

Discussion: What new job does David have
now? [Playing the harp for King Saul.] What is
the main difference between Saul and David?
[The Spirit has left Saul; the Spirit has come
upon David.]
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destroying everything and everybody. But he
didn’t do it. King Saul made the DECISION to
keep the king of Amalek alive as well as some
of the animals. This DECISION was against
God’s word.

MUSIC
Escort your children to the Music Area. The
Music Team will lead the class in a time of
singing and learning the various VBS songs. Use
this time to prepare for Bible Application.

Somehow, Saul thought he still obeyed God.
He told Samuel that he just saved the animals
to make a sacrifice in the worship of God. We
don’t know why he kept the king alive! Did Saul
really obey God? [No.]
Saul’s DECISION may have looked good to some
people on the outside, but it showed a heart of
REBELLION against God.

bible application

Your DECISION about that bag of money tells
us something about you. Every decision you
make just shows off your heart to God. It
either shows a heart FOR God or a heart that is
AGAINST God. So, every choice about what you
do (or do not do), how you treat other people,
or what you choose to say (or to not say) puts
your heart on DISPLAY.

[Note: For pre-schoolers, the Bible Application
time is intended to reinforce the truths that
were presented during the Bible Lesson time.
This is done by teaching one and two word
simple concepts. The “Application Point”
titles are for the teacher’s use only. ]
Application Point 1:
Our outward decisions show our
inward hearts

So, why do even Christians make so many
decisions AGAINST God’s ways? Allow
discussion. For one thing, It’s because we have
sinful hearts! It’s also because we would rather
please self or LOOK GOOD to others rather
than please God.

Materials: A bag of pretend money,
flannelgraph figures from today’s lesson
Put the bag of money in a corner of the room.
Direct the children’s attention to it. Hey, do
you see that bag of money? I wonder whose it
is? If you found a bag of money like that, what
would you do? Raise your hand if you would
take it and keep the money. Raise your hand
if you would just ignore it. Raise your hand if
you would try to find the owner of the money.
That’s a big DECISION, isn’t it?

Application Point 2:
Man looks on the outward appearance; God
looks on the heart
Materials: A mirror; flannelgraph figures
Hold up the mirror. With this mirror, can you
see the inside of your body or only the outside?
Only the outside, right? When we look at each
other, we only see the outer appearance.

Use the flannelgraph figures. In the section
right before our reading today, King Saul
was instructed by God to punish Amalek by
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Spirit in his life for strength, courage,
and wisdom, in order to be a godly king.

Use flannelgraph figures. When the prophet
Samuel began looking for the NEW king
of Israel, God led him to the sons of Jesse.
Remember that Samuel was convinced that
Eliab was the Lord’s anointed. Why was he so
sure? [Eliab looked like a king!] Eliab must have
been tall, good looking, and very kingly!

You and I also need the Holy Spirit in our lives.
First and foremost, we need a heart change.
Show picture of a dark, sinful heart. Why do
you need your heart changed? Allow answers.
Our sinful hearts need to be cleansed. Show
picture of a cleansed heart. We need to be
changed from serving self to serving God.

But God said something important for Samuel
(and for us) to hear: “...man looks on the
outward appearance, but the LORD looks on
the heart.”

Do you remember what happened to Saul
after he rebelled against God? The Spirit of
the LORD departed from him! After rebelling
against God, the Spirit was no longer with
him. What an awful place for a person to be!

Even today, people tend to look up to the
rich, famous, and beautiful people. We can
mistakenly equate outward beauty with
perfection. When you pay close attention, many
in our world who seem to have all the “good
looks” or strength or power are really empty
inside. We judge by the outward appearance,
but God sees the heart!

Do you see that, without true heart change, we
are just outward fakes? Change doesn’t mean
just acting like a Christian on the outside, when
your heart isn’t really in it. Show the different
hearts again. True change requires the work of
the Spirit. It is only by this life-giving work of God
that we can have hearts that truly follow God!

Why is what’s on the outside so important
to us? Allow answers. We miss what’s really
important when we don’t see the “insides!”

Close in prayer, thanking God that He can see
the heart, and can change it!

So, do you know that your heart is always
EXPOSED to the LORD? No amount of beauty
or strength on the outside can cover up for the
sinfulness of your heart. We can try to hide—
just like Adam and Eve did—but God SEES the
heart all the time!

Note: If you need to fill some time before
Crafts, have some coloring sheets available.

Application Point 3:
Only God can change the heart

CRAFTS

Materials: Pictures of a sinful heart and
a cleansed heart; flannelgraph figures

Go with your students to the Crafts Area. The
VBS Crafts Team will lead your students in a
crafts project. You may also use this time to
prepare for Bible Memory.
				

Who remembers what happened to David
right after he was anointed as king? [The
Spirit of the LORD rushed upon him from
that day forward.] David needed the Holy
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