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Primary Teacher’s Manual

Case of the Wilderness Wanderers

Welcome to the Scottish Sleuths Vacation
Bible School curriculum series. Each year,
our Scottish Super Sleuths, Angus McTavish
and Professor Dabney Thornwell, are called
in to solve a Biblical “case” with the help of
the VBS children. The detective characters
symbolically portray the message that we
want the students to learn to become
thoughtful investigators of Biblical truth.
This case takes us back to the Old
Testament—to the Book of Exodus. Your
students will be learning how God delivered
His people from slavery in order to make
them dependent on Him, give them
direction, discipline them, and dwell in
their midst as their God. With this study, it
is hoped that the children will come to
understand more about who God is and the
work He does in the Christian’s life.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

works hard to be both evangelistic in method
as well as discipleship-focused.
This curriculum presents the clear gospel
message from God’s Word in the context of
loving relationships between teachers and
their students. Accordingly, it is vital for
each teacher to recognize that VBS is all
about:
a) Showing the love of Christ to each one
of your students;
b) Faithfully and clearly presenting the
Gospel of Jesus Christ from God’s
Word; and,
c) Praying for God’s Spirit to do His work
in the lives of the VBS children.
Please feel free to use your creative energy
to mold this curriculum to your own
personality and the make-up of your
particular class!

Curriculum Distinctives
Focuses on the verbal transmission of
Bible stories (The art of storytelling).
Emphasizes class discussion in an open
question and answer format.
Age-appropriate.
Maximizes the small amount of time
with profound truths without trying to be
too theologically elaborate.
Reduces the amount of “busy work.”
Does not overload with too much content
or too many activities.

Vacation Bible School is a ministry that is
intended to be primarily evangelistic in
nature. Yet since many of your children
may in fact be regularly “churched,” it is
essential that VBS also be used as an
opportunity to teach God’s Word more
intensively. Thus, The Scottish Sleuth series
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On Classroom Setup
The most important thing to remember
about your classroom setup is that it
should be conducive to learning. Arrange
the room in such a way that the students
can effectively hear and see the teacher(s)
and have classroom discussion. Also, post
the Scripture Memory, Application Points
and other visual aids that will focus the
minds of the children on God’s truths.
Don’t worry about decorating according to
the theme—but you are welcome to be as
creative as possible. Simply make the
room a place which helps the children
learn.

Primary Teacher’s Manual

Case of the Wilderness Wanderers

Day One
Theme:
Bible Text:

God’s people are delivered from slavery.
Exodus 12:31-42; 13:17-22; 14:1-31

Scripture Memory:

Psalm 18:2

Day Two
Theme:
Bible Text:

God’s people are dependent on God’s provision.
Exodus 15:22-27; 16:1-36; 17:1-16

Scripture Memory:

Psalm 121:1-2

Day Three
Theme:
Bible Text:

God’s people receive direction from God.
Exodus 19:1-25; 20:1-26

Scripture Memory:

Psalm 119:105-106

Day Four
Theme:
Bible Text:

God’s people are disciplined by God.
Exodus 32:1-35

Scripture Memory:

Proverbs 3:11-12

Day Five
Theme:
Bible Text:

God’s people need God to dwell among them.
Exodus 33:1-23; 40:34-38

Scripture Memory:

Review all memory verses
Page 6
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Note: All Scripture Memory passages are taken
from the New International Version (NIV) unless
otherwise noted.

Day One: Psalm 18:2
The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in
whom I take refuge. He is my shield and the horn of my salvation,
my stronghold.

Day Two: Psalm 121:1-2
I lift up my eyes to the hills—where does my help come from? My help comes
from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth.

Day Three: Psalm 119:105-106
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. I have taken an oath and
confirmed it, that I will follow your righteous laws.

Day Four: Proverbs 3:11-12
My son, do not despise the LORD’s discipline and do not resent His rebuke,
because the LORD disciplines those He loves, as a father the son he delights in.

Day Five: Review all Memory Work
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9:00 - 9:15

Opening Program

9:15 - 9:45

Welcome/Icebreaker
Bible Lesson

9:45 - 10:05

Snack Time

10:05 - 10:25

Music

10:25 - 10:45

Crafts

10:45 - 11:05

Bible Application

11:05 - 11:25

Recreation

11:25 - 11:45 **

Bible Memory

11:45 - Noon

Closing Program
**Day Five Only: 11:30 - Noon
Closing Celebration
Page 8
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Bible Text
Exodus 12:31-42; 13:17-22; 14:1-31

Memory Verse
Psalm 18:2

Scripture Truth
Almighty God frees His people from
their life-long bondage.

Lesson Aims
For the students to understand that (1)
we are born enslaved to sin; (2) Only
God can deliver us from sin; and (3)
God rescues us from sin for His own
glory.
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Opening Program
The opening program includes a skit to
introduce the day’s theme, a time of singing,
and announcements. After the opening
program, go with your students back to your
classroom.

time for fun things. They worked seven
days a week. And, they worked as slaves for
difficult taskmasters. But, that was all
before God delivered His people...

Bible Lesson
[Note: The “Bible Lesson” time is intended
to: 1) Allow the students to read and hear
God’s Word and gain understanding of
what it says; 2) Raise questions in their
minds that will be discussed during the
“Bible Application” time.]

Welcome
Introduce yourself, your co-teacher(s), and
your classroom helpers. Greet the boys and
girls warmly, working diligently to
memorize their names. Make sure each
student has a name tag.

Icebreaker

Materials: Our younger children need this
storytelling time to be dramatic as well as
visual. Feel free to bring in pictures,
drawings, flannelgraphs, puppets, etc., as
visual aids. Today’s lesson should be
taught using visual items that depict the
exodus from Egypt and the crossing of the
Red Sea.
Please note: This lesson is somewhat long,
so feel free to simplify, if necessary.

[Note: Each day’s icebreaker is intended to
prepare the students to learn God’s Word
and to encourage interaction between
students and teachers.]
Write on the board: “Favorite Fun Things
To Do”
Have the students sit down and get their
attention. Have all students tell one of
their favorite hobbies to the class. Begin
by telling them one of yours. Have a helper
write the items on the board for review.
Transition: Isn’t it neat that God has given
us different activities to enjoy as well as the
time to do them? There was a day long ago
when the people of God had absolutely no

Introduction: This week, we will be reading
from the Book of Exodus—the second book
of the Old Testament. Our story begins with
God’s people in horrible slavery in Egypt
for 400 years. They have been kept under
the Pharaohs’ thumbs for generations. But
God hears their cries and raises up a
deliverer—Moses—to free them from
bondage. The Lord proceeds to also destroy
the Egyptians with ten plagues that
ultimately brings them to their knees. We
pick up the story in Exodus 13, after a
humbled king of Egypt let the Israelites go
free.
Read Exodus 13:17-22.
17
When Pharaoh let the people go, God did
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not lead them on the road through the
Philistine country, though that was shorter.
For God said, “If they face war, they might
change their minds and return to Egypt.” 18
So God led the people around by the desert
road toward the Red Sea. The Israelites went
up out of Egypt armed for battle. 19 Moses
took the bones of Joseph with him because
Joseph had made the sons of Israel swear an
oath. He had said, “God will surely come to
your aid, and then you must carry my bones
up with you from this place.” 20 After
leaving Succoth they camped at Etham on
the edge of the desert. 21 By day the LORD
went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to
guide them on their way and by night in a
pillar of fire to give them light, so that they
could travel by day or night. 22 Neither the
pillar of cloud by day nor the pillar of fire by
night left its place in front of the people.
Discussion [Get short, quick answers;
save further elaboration for Application
Time]: Why did God lead His people a
longer way—into the wilderness? [He knew
the people were not ready to face war.] How
did the Lord show His people that He was
leading them? [By a pillar of cloud by day
and a pillar of fire by night.]
Let’s now go to chapter 14 and read what
happened next.
Read Exodus 14:1-9.
1
Then the LORD said to Moses, 2 “Tell the
Israelites to turn back and encamp near Pi
Hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea. They
are to encamp by the sea, directly opposite
Baal Zephon. 3 Pharaoh will think, ‘The
Israelites are wandering around the land in
confusion, hemmed in by the desert.’ 4 And I
will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he will
pursue them. But I will gain glory for myself
through Pharaoh and all his army, and the
Egyptians will know that I am the LORD.”
So the Israelites did this. 5 When the king of

Egypt was told that the people had fled,
Pharaoh and his officials changed their
minds about them and said, “What have we
done? We have let the Israelites go and have
lost their services!” 6 So he had his chariot
made ready and took his army with him. 7
He took six hundred of the best chariots,
along with all the other chariots of Egypt,
with officers over all of them. 8 The LORD
hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt,
so that he pursued the Israelites, who were
marching out boldly. 9 The Egyptians—all
Pharaoh’s horses and chariots, horsemen and
troops—pursued the Israelites and overtook
them as they camped by the sea near Pi
Hahiroth, opposite Baal Zephon.
Discussion: Why did God make His people
look like they were wandering and
confused? [To have Pharaoh pursue them.]
Why did God want that to happen? [So that
He could receive glory by defeating Pharaoh
once and for all.]
Let’s keep on reading. Read verses 10-18.
10
As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites
looked up, and there were the Egyptians,
marching after them. They were terrified and
cried out to the LORD. 11 They said to Moses,
“Was it because there were no graves in
Egypt that you brought us to the desert to
die? What have you done to us by bringing
us out of Egypt? 12 Didn’t we say to you in
Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the
Egyptians’? It would have been better for us
to serve the Egyptians than to die in the
desert!” 13 Moses answered the people, “Do
not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the
deliverance the LORD will bring you today.
The Egyptians you see today you will never
see again. 14 The LORD will fight for you;
you need only to be still.” 15 Then the LORD
said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to
me? Tell the Israelites to move on. 16 Raise
your staff and stretch out your hand over the
sea to divide the water so that the Israelites
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can go through the sea on dry ground. 17 I
will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so
that they will go in after them. And I will
gain glory through Pharaoh and all his army,
through his chariots and his horsemen. 18 The
Egyptians will know that I am the LORD
when I gain glory through Pharaoh, his
chariots and his horsemen.”

stretched out his hand over the sea, and at
daybreak the sea went back to its place. The
Egyptians were fleeing toward it, and the
LORD swept them into the sea. 28 The water
flowed back and covered the chariots and
horsemen—the entire army of Pharaoh that
had followed the Israelites into the sea. Not
one of them survived.

Discussion: How did the Israelites respond
when they saw the Egyptian army? [They
were afraid. They panicked.] What did
Moses tell them to do? [To stand firm and
see the deliverance of the Lord.] And, that’s
just what happened...

Discussion: What happened to Pharaoh’s
great army? [They were utterly destroyed
by the Lord.] And, what did the Israelites do
achieve this great victory? [Nothing. Just
stood and watched the Lord do His
miraculous work.]

Read verses 19-28.
19
Then the angel of God, who had been
traveling in front of Israel’s army, withdrew
and went behind them. The pillar of cloud
also moved from in front and stood behind
them, 20 coming between the armies of Egypt
and Israel. Throughout the night the cloud
brought darkness to the one side and light to
the other side; so neither went near the other
all night long. 21 Then Moses stretched out
his hand over the sea, and all that night the
LORD drove the sea back with a strong east
wind and turned it into dry land. The waters
were divided, 22 and the Israelites went
through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of
water on their right and on their left. 23 The
Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s
horses and chariots and horsemen followed
them into the sea. 24 During the last watch of
the night the LORD looked down from the
pillar of fire and cloud at the Egyptian army
and threw it into confusion. 25 He made the
wheels of their chariots come off so that they
had difficulty driving. And the Egyptians
said, “Let’s get away from the Israelites!
The LORD is fighting for them against
Egypt.” 26 Then the LORD said to Moses,
“Stretch out your hand over the sea so that
the waters may flow back over the Egyptians
and their chariots and horsemen.” 27 Moses

Finally, read verses 29-31.
29
But the Israelites went through the sea on
dry ground, with a wall of water on their
right and on their left. 30 That day the LORD
saved Israel from the hands of the Egyptians,
and Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on
the shore. 31 And when the Israelites saw the
great power the LORD displayed against the
Egyptians, the people feared the LORD and
put their trust in him and in Moses his
servant.
Conclusion: Who saved Israel? [The Lord.]
And, how did Israel respond to their great
deliverance? [They put their trust in the
Lord and in Moses His servant.]
We will apply this lesson of deliverance to
our own lives later during Bible Application.
Close this time with prayer, thanking God
for His Word.
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Application Point 1:
We are all born in slavery to sin

Snack
Snacks will be delivered to your classroom.
Have a volunteer lead the class in a prayer of
thanks for the food and drink. Make sure the
students respect each other while eating and
clean up after themselves.

If you were born into an Israelite family a
few thousand years ago, you would have
been born as a slave. There would be
nothing you could do about it. You would be
in bondage to the most powerful nation in
the world—Egypt. All of your life, you
would take orders from Egyptian masters.
You would have no choice but to obey them.
How would you like that?

Music

Nobody wants to be a slave. But the
Israelites had no choice in the matter.
Guess what? You are actually no different
from those Israelites. Of course, you were
not born enslaved to Egypt. Instead, the
Bible says that you were born in slavery to
sin. What does that mean? Allow students
to answer. [Help them understand that
they are born into this world controlled
by sin. Sin is their master.]

Escort your children to the Music Area. The
Music Team will lead the class in a time of
singing and learning the various VBS songs.
Use this time as your break.

Crafts
Go with your students to the Crafts Area.
The VBS crafts team will lead your students
in a crafts project.

Bible Application
[Note: The Bible Application time is
intended to help the students think about
and discuss how the Bible Lesson applies to
their lives. The focus is on providing a
practical emphasis using the key concepts
of the lesson. For visual reminders, post
these in the room as you present them.]

Think of how it was for the Israelites in
Egypt. It was truly miserable. All day long,
working for a cruel master—day after day,
week after week, month after month. With
sin as our master, we experience the same
thing. How does sin in your life make you
truly miserable?
Encourage some
brainstorming. [Help them articulate
how our sinfulness brings horrible
consequences, thoughts, and feelings.]
Many people believe that they are in control
of their own lives. They think they can
choose to do whatever they want to do—
good or bad. But, if we truly understand
that, from birth, sin is our master, is this
really true? [No.] Why not? Allow
students to answer. [Explain that sin
dictates our life from birth. We cannot
just do good—it will always be tainted by
sin.]
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Being a slave to sin means that we cannot do
the good things that God requires of us.
Because of sin, we are unholy and imperfect
beings, not fit for a relationship with God.
We are miserable and sinful people. This is
bad news!

Can you do anything to save yourself from
your own sinfulness? [No.] Like Israel,
what must you do? [Stand still, and believe
that the Lord will fight for you. He will
deliver us from our sin!]
Application Point 3:
God rescues us from sin for His own glory

Application Point 2:
Only God can deliver us from our sin
Could the Israelites escape from their
slavery to Egypt on their own? [No.] What
had to happen for them to be free from their
evil masters? [God had to send Moses, a
deliverer, to free them. He also sent ten
plagues to make Pharaoh let the Israelites
go.]
We are just like the Israelites. We cannot be
released from our slavery to sin any time we
want to. We need a deliverer—like Moses.
Who is our deliverer? [Jesus Christ.] How
did Jesus deliver us from our slavery to sin?
[Help the students articulate the facts of
the Gospel—that Jesus lived a perfect life,
died on the cross bearing our sins, and
rose again as conqueror over sin and
death.]
Yes, only God can deliver us from our sin
like He saved Israel from mighty Pharaoh.
Do you remember what Moses said to the
Israelites when it looked like Pharaoh and
his army were going to recapture them at the
Red Sea? Moses said in Exodus 14:13-14,
“Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will
see the deliverance the Lord will bring you
today. The Egyptians you see today you
will never see again. The Lord will fight
for you; you need only to be still.” Moses
made it clear that God alone was going to
deliver Israel. They could do absolutely
nothing to save themselves from slavery to
bondage.

In our story today, God told Moses why He
hardened Pharaoh’s heart so that he thought
he could recapture the Israelites. In Exodus
14:17-18, the Lord said: “And I will gain
glory through Pharaoh and all his army,
through his chariots and his horsemen.
The Egyptians will know I am the LORD
and when I gain glory through Pharaoh,
his chariots and horsemen.” In other
words, God delivered Israel in such a
dramatic way to prove to the whole world
that He was the Almighty—He is more
powerful than Pharaoh and all of Egypt.
So, what does this mean for us in our sin?
Allow answers. It means that God saves us
from sin through Jesus Christ in order to
glorify Himself. God glorifies Himself by
showing us that only He can save us from
sin—He is in total control.
If we truly understand that God saves us in
order to glorify Himself, how should we
think about God? How should we feel
towards Him? Allow students to answer.
[Help them articulate that they should
have a much greater view of God’s
holiness and almightiness. It should give
them greater awe and gratitude for their
salvation.]
God is a great and awesome God. Only He
can deliver us from our slavery to sin. Isn’t
it great that He chooses to love poor slaves
like us!
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Close in prayer, thanking God for
salvation from sin.

Recreation
Go with your children to the Recreation
Area.
The Recreation Team will be
responsible for your students during this
time. Use this time to prepare for Bible
Memory.

death.
Through Jesus Christ, we are
saved—and can rest in the refuge only God
brings.
Activity: Memory Stand-up. Divide the
class into three groups. Have each group
recite one part of the Scripture memory,
standing when it is their turn (and then
sitting down).






Bible Memory
Begin by reminding the students the
importance of memorizing God’s Word:
(1) We “hide it in our hearts” so we will
turn away from sin and obey God.
(2) It changes the way we think—focusing
on pleasing God instead of pleasing self.
(3) It helps us to know Jesus more and
love Jesus more.

ALL: Psalm 18:2
Group 1: The LORD is my rock, my
fortress and my deliverer;
Group 2: my God is my rock, in whom I
take refuge.
Group 3: He is my shield and the horn of
my salvation, my stronghold.
ALL: Psalm 18:2

Switch groups a few times. Continue until
you think the class has memorized the
verse or until time is up.
Hand out Scripture memory reminder
cards and encourage the students to spend
time in memorization.

If time, relate to the students how
Scripture memory has impacted your life.

Closing Program
Go with your students to the area designated
for the Closing Program. Remind them to
be respectful of others on their way to and
during the Closing Program. Afterwards,
escort the students to their pick-up location.

Today’s Scripture Memory is found in
Psalm 18:2
The LORD is my rock, my fortress and
my deliverer; my God is my rock, in
whom I take refuge. He is my shield and
the horn of my salvation, my stronghold.
Write the Scripture memory passage on
the board or on poster board.

END DAY ONE

Say: Today’s memory verse reminds us that
God is the one who saves us from sin and
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