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USING THIS TEACHER’S GUIDE
OV ERV I EW
Investigating God’s Word...At School is a Bible
curriculum designed for Christian schools, grades
1st-5th. Each unit provides material for 9 weeks,
divided into four lessons each week. More
specifically, each lesson is designed to be taught
over two days, in 30-40 minute teaching blocks.
This Bible curriculum also includes Scripture
memory.

DIST I NC T I V ES
This Bible curriculum is unique in the following ways:
(1) It teaches the entirety of God’s Word, from
Genesis to Revelation, over the course of five years.
(2) It teaches the students how to study God’s
Word for themselves.
(3) It includes daily quizzes in order to help the
students build their Bible knowledge.
(4) It teaches the students a Word of the Week
each lesson to build their vocabularies.
(5) Each lesson puts the texts of Scripture in
historical context, teaching the children that the
Bible is real history.
(6) It trains the students to apply God’s Word to
their lives.
(7) It systematically inculcates a Biblical worldview,
training children to think Biblically.
(8) It gives the students tools to defend their faith
in Christ.

COM PON E N TS— DAY ON E
Each 2-day lesson begins with a lesson overview
to give you the “big picture” of the Scripture
being studied. It also includes a brief preparation
section and a teaching encouragement to help
get you started.
Introduction. Each “Day One” starts with an
introduction to the lesson. Younger children will be
asked a question to provoke their thinking. Older
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children will be taught a Psalm or Proverb of the day
to “call” them to study.
Quiz Time. Next, the students are quizzed in
order to train them to remember what they have
learned. These quizzes will often cover what
they learned the day before, but sometimes will
cover material elsewhere in God’s Word that they
should already know. Major knowledge areas like
the Ten Commandments, Days of Creation, etc.,
may be quizzed more often. It is recommended
that your children write out the answers to the
quiz and keep them in a Bible study journal.
W.O.W! The W.OW! is the Word of the Week.
Each lesson will introduce the students to a
vital Biblical vocabulary word. These words are
either found in the Scripture text itself, or they
are important theological words that the children
need to learn. The W.O.W! often provides the
theme for the entire lesson.
Historical Context. Each lesson, the Scripture
text is placed in historical context by use of a
timeline. It is essential that the children learn how
the story of redemptive history fits together. Bible
stories must not be viewed as detached scenes—
they are to be shown as a part of a much bigger
picture. The timeline is a useful tool toward that
end.
Bible Investigation. The Bible Investigation
time is the heart and soul of each day’s lesson. It
plunges the student directly into God’s Word, not
simply a paraphrase of a Bible story. All Scripture
texts included in he curriculum are from the
English Standard Version (ESV). The Bible reading
is taken in short sections, separated by times of
discussion, questions, and application points. This
format allows ample opportunities to stop, think
about and discuss what is being read.

Scripture Memory. At the end of each Day One
of the two-day lesson, the students will be taught
a Scripture memory verse. These memory texts
will be connected to what was studied that day.
And, since you will cover two lessons each week,
the students will be memorizing two passages a
week—twice as much as most memory programs.

COM PON E N TS—DAY T WO
Day Two components include several Day One
components, and add two very exciting sections
to the study.
Quiz Time. Day Two begins with a quiz. These
quizzes are most often an intensive review of Day
One material. Again, it is recommended that
your children write out the answers to the quiz
and keep them in a Bible study journal.
Historical Context. As you prepare to read the
Scripture, you will again have the opportunity to
put it in historical context for the students. The
timeline will visually demonstrate where you are
in God’s Word.
Bible Investigation. Again, this is the heart and
soul of each day’s Bible time. Your students will
learn how to study God’s Word for themselves, as
they read, answer questions, discuss, and apply
the Bible to their lives.
Worldview Builder. This component is found
only in Day Two of each lesson. It has been
created because of the need for our children to
develop Christian worldviews. Developing a
Christian worldview is the task of learning to look
at everything in life through the lens of Scripture.
It is being trained by the Holy Spirit and the Bible
to think Biblically for the glory of God.

particular pillar on the board, the students will
be asked to list things about that truth that they
learned in the lesson.
Defend the Faith. A necessary component of a
Bible curriculum is training our children how to
defend the Christian faith. It is not good enough
to give them Bible knowledge—they must learn
how to answer questions about what they believe
and why they believe it.
To that end, this section will present the students
with a question that they will have to answer. You
will also teach them the right answer after they
have a chance to share their thoughts. This will
begin the training of answering the skeptics and
their attacks on Christianity.
Scripture Memory. The day’s lesson ends with
a review of the Scripture memory passage. You
may use any method to help the students put it
to memory.

A N D F I NA L LY. . .
Teaching God’s Word is unlike any other subject
that you teach in school. It is the only book that
is inspired by God! It is the only text that truly
changes lives, by the power of the Holy Spirit. So
teach it with great passion and excitement, as
well as great care. When you teach the Bible you
are giving your students the greatest treasure
they can ever possess!

The Worldview Builder section helps the students
to connect what they are studying to a “pillar” of
a Christian worldview. The four main pillars that
are used in this study are: Creation, Providence,
Rationality, and the Fear of God. After putting the
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LESSON
SCHEDULE

GENESIS 37-38

Day One

OV ERV I EW
Genesis 37 begins the story of the life of Joseph which will continue until
the end of Genesis. Jacob and his family are now settled once again in the
land of Canaan. Jacob—following a generational sin pattern—plays clear
favorites with Joseph, provoking the rest of his sons to jealousy. Joseph
makes it worse for himself by sharing two dreams with his brothers that
predict that he will rule over them. The extravagant multi-colored robe
already foreshadows this destiny.

INTRODUCTION
Brothers and sisters
2–3 mins.
QUIZ TIME
Cain and Abel
3–5 mins.
W.O.W!
Jealous
3–5 mins.

The brothers plot to murder Joseph. They have a great opportunity, but
Reuben intervenes. Rather than have Joseph’s blood on their hands, they
sell him as a slave to Midianite traders. What an alternative! The brothers
deceive their father with the blood-stained robe, convincing Jacob (and
Reuben) that Joseph was dead. Joseph was now in slavery in Egypt.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT
Timeline
2–3 mins.

Genesis 38 describes the horrible story of Judah and his daughter-inlaw, Tamar. This will only be summarized for the children, as it is too
complicated and “adult” for them to follow. The main point to bring
out is that Judah moved away from his family (and his God), getting
consequences that God will use for His own glory.

SCRIPTURE MEMORY
Acts 7:9
3–5 mins.

BIBLE INVESTIGATION
Genesis 37:1-18
12–15 mins.

Day Two
QUIZ TIME
Joseph and his dreams
3–5 mins.

PR EPA R AT ION
Read and meditate on Genesis 37-38 this week.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT
Timeline
3–5 mins.

T EACH I NG E NCOU R AG E M E N T

BIBLE INVESTIGATION
Genesis 37:19-38:40
12–15 mins.

The story of Joseph and his brothers is a familiar one—even though
your youngsters may be hearing it for the first time. Even though your
focus should always be on what God is doing, it is very appropriate to
use this lesson to teach about the sin of jealousy and its consequences.
Jealousy is in all of our hearts, and it quite often rears its ugly head.
Make sure that the children start to learn that jealousy is the opposite of
contentment—finding joy and satisfaction in the LORD. In other words,
jealousy simply displays a heart of ingratitude towards God. It tells God
that we want something more than He has provided. And, it sets us up
for much grief in relationships with others too.

WORLDVIEW BUILDER
Providence
5 mins.
DEFEND THE FAITH
God’s love
5 mins.
SCRIPTURE MEMORY
Acts 7:9
3–5 mins.
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DAY ONE

I N T RODUC T ION
Say: Raise your hand if you have a brother or a sister. Do you always get
along with your brother or sister? Why not? Allow answers.
It is sometimes hard to get along with members of our families. Our sinful
hearts make it hard to share and love, be kind and forgive. Many brothers and
sisters become rivals—fighting for their own way all the time. Do you think
this pleases God? No! We will read about some brothers who didn’t get along
today.

QUIZ TIME
In our QUIZ TIME today, we will think back to some other brothers who didn’t
get along. We just learned about the problems between two brothers—Jacob
and Esau. Today’s questions help remind us about two other brothers.
Today’s questions: What were the names of Adam and Eve’s first two
sons? Why did Cain get angry at Abel? What did Cain do to Abel? What
happened to Cain?
Answers:
1. Cain and Abel.
2. Because he was jealous that Abel’s sacrifice was accepted by
God and his wasn’t.
3. Cain killed Abel.
4. God punished Cain by making him wander the earth.
Abel was just worshipping God, and Cain was jealous of him. Cain became so
angry and so self-centered that he killed his brother. It is so easy to give in to
sin and only think of yourself!
Do you ever get jealous of other people? We’ll find out more of what that
means in our Word of the Week!
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W.O.W!
Say: Our Word of the Week this week is JEALOUSY. Last quarter we
learned that Cain became JEALOUS of Abel’s right standing with God. What
is JEALOUSY? Allow answers.
JEALOUSY is becoming angry that someone has something that you want.
You may become JEALOUS that your older brother gets to stay up later than
you. Or, you may become JEALOUS that your younger sister has better toys
than you do.

God is righteously
JEALOUS. He is JEALOUS
when His people follow
after other gods and
don’t worship Him
alone. Humans are
rarely righteously
JEALOUS in this way!

JEALOUSY comes from a heart that is selfish. JEALOUSY wants to have all
the good things that other people have. JEALOUSY makes you angry at others
for the good things they have!
The cure for JEALOUSY is contentment—being happy about what God has
given you. Instead of looking at what you don’t have, think about all the
blessings that you do have!
We will run into some JEALOUS brothers in our lesson today. Watch what
they do with their JEALOUSY!

HISTORICAL CONTEXT
Draw the following timeline on the board to give the students some
historical context.

This Week’s Timeline

Adam & Eve

Jacob,
Joseph Moses

4000+ BC

1800 BC

1500 BC

Jesus
4 BC
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BIBLE INVESTIGATION
Introduction: Jacob is now back home in the land of Canaan. His beloved
wife Rachel is dead. His father Isaac is dead. His twelve sons are much older.
Today, we will learn more about Jacob’s (Israel’s) sons.
Let’s begin. Read Genesis 37:1-3.
1
Jacob lived in the land of his father’s sojournings, in the land of Canaan.
2
These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, being seventeen years old,
was pasturing the flock with his brothers. He was a boy with the sons of
Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives. And Joseph brought a bad report
of them to their father. 3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other
of his sons, because he was the son of his old age. And he made him a
robe of many colors.
Discussion: Remember that Jacob loved Rachel more than his other wives,
so he also loved Joseph more because he was the son of Rachel. How old was
Joseph? [Seventeen.] What did Joseph do to his brothers? [He tattled on
them!] Since Jacob loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, what did
Jacob do for Joseph? [Gave him a multi-colored robe.] Boys and girls, this
was an extremely expensive gift—one that made Joseph look like a king! How
do you think the brothers will respond?
Let’s see. Read verse 4.
4 But when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his
brothers, they hated him and could not speak peacefully to him.
Discussion: Wow! Joseph’s brothers hated him! Why? [Because they knew
that their father loved him more than them.] The brothers were JEALOUS,
weren’t they? Just like Isaac and Rebekah had played favorites with Jacob and
Esau, now Jacob was playing favorites with his children.
Application: Boys and girls, this is a warning to us. It is very easy to play
favorites and treat one person better than you treat someone else. What
does God think about that? He tells us to love one other, not just our favorite
people. We all must resist the temptation to have certain favorite people and
then ignore others. This brings big trouble for us, just like it will for Jacob and
Joseph.
Let’s move on. Read verses 5-8.
5
Now Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers they
hated him even more. 6 He said to them, “Hear this dream that I have
dreamed: 7 Behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and behold,
my sheaf arose and stood upright. And behold, your sheaves gathered
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around it and bowed down to my sheaf.” 8 His brothers said to him, “Are
you indeed to reign over us? Or are you indeed to rule over us?” So they
hated him even more for his dreams and for his words.
Discussion: Joseph made things worse for himself, didn’t he? God actually
gave Joseph a dream that showed him that he would one day rule over his
brothers. Was Joseph wise for telling that dream to his brothers? [No.] He
could have kept that dream to himself. Now, he is hated even more!
Let’s continue. Read verses 9-11.
9
Then he dreamed another dream and told it to his brothers and said,
“Behold, I have dreamed another dream. Behold, the sun, the moon, and
eleven stars were bowing down to me.” 10 But when he told it to his
father and to his brothers, his father rebuked him and said to him, “What
is this dream that you have dreamed? Shall I and your mother and your
brothers indeed come to bow ourselves to the ground before you?” 11
And his brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the saying in
mind.
Discussion: There’s our Word of the Week. Did you hear it? The brothers
were JEALOUS of Joseph. They did not like it that he was daddy’s favorite.
They hated him even more for these two dreams that said Joseph would rule
over them. He already looked like a in that expensive robe! This is not good—
the family of God is in trouble.
Listen to what happens. Read verses 12-14.
12
Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem.
13
And Israel said to Joseph, “Are not your brothers pasturing the flock
at Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.” And he said to him, “Here
I am.” 14 So he said to him, “Go now, see if it is well with your brothers
and with the flock, and bring me word.” So he sent him from the Valley
of Hebron, and he came to Shechem.
Discussion: Do you find it strange that Jacob sent Joseph to go and check
on his brothers? Jacob was very foolish. Did he not know how JEALOUS the
brothers were? This is a very dangerous situation for Joseph to walk into! Do
you think Joseph knew that he may be in trouble?
Listen to more. Read verses 15-17.
And a man found him wandering in the fields. And the man asked
him, “What are you seeking?” 16 “I am seeking my brothers,” he
said. “Tell me, please, where they are pasturing the flock.” 17 And the

15
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man said, “They have gone away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us go to
Dothan.’ ” So Joseph went after his brothers and found them at Dothan.
Discussion: Did you catch that? Joseph just happened to find a man who
knew where his brothers went. This was not a coincidence, boys and girls—
the LORD planned for Joseph to find his JEALOUS brothers. God is in control
of Joseph’s life!
We’ll end with one more verse. Read verse 18.
18
They saw him from afar, and before he came near to them they
conspired against him to kill him.
Conclusion: What a place to stop for today! The brothers’ JEALOUSY led
them to what? [To planning a murder.] But we know that God is in control,
right? What will happen to Joseph? Will the dreams that God gave him come
true? We’ll pick up here next time and read more of God’s Word!

SCRIPTURE MEMORY
Read the Scripture Memory verse (Acts 7:9) to the children.
Acts 7:9 (ESV)
9
“And the patriarchs, jealous of Joseph, sold him into Egypt; but
God was with him.”
Say: Do you hear our Word of the Week in our memory verse? This sums up
our story today. The “patriarchs” were Joseph’s brothers. They were JEALOUS
and plotted to kill him. But who was always with Joseph? God is with His
people, even in the darkest of times.
Have the students repeat the verse several times.
Close in prayer.
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DAY TWO
QUIZ TIME
We’ll begin today with QUIZ TIME—our opportunity to review what we have
learned in the past. Are you ready?
Today’s questions: What did Jacob give Joseph that showed everyone that
he was his favorite son? What was the meaning of Joseph’s dreams? What did
the brothers think of Joseph? What was our Word of the Week that describes
the brothers’ attitudes? What did the brothers plot to do to Joseph?
Answers:
1. A richly ornamented robe.
2. That Joseph would one day rule over his brothers.
3. They hated him.
4. Jealous.
5. They plotted to kill him.
Was God with Joseph? [Yes.] We’ll read more about his story in our Bible
Investigation time.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT
Draw the following timeline on the board to give the students some
historical context.

This Week’s Timeline

Adam & Eve

Jacob,
Joseph Moses

4000+ BC

1800 BC

1500 BC

Jesus
4 BC
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BIBLE INVESTIGATION
Introduction: Remember that Jacob sent his favorite son Joseph to check on
the rest of his sons. When Joseph’s brothers saw him coming from a distance,
what did they do? [They plotted to kill him.] Do you think they will really
kill him?
Let’s begin reading and find out. Read Genesis 37:19-20.
19
They said to one another, “Here comes this dreamer. 20 Come now,
let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits. Then we will say that
a fierce animal has devoured him, and we will see what will become of
his dreams.”
Discussion: It sounds like they really plan to kill Joseph! Do you hear how
angry they are about his dreams? Who gave Joseph those dreams? [God.]
These sons think they can get in the way of God’s holy will. Is that possible?
[No!]
Let’s read on. Read verses 21-22.
21
But when Reuben heard it, he rescued him out of their hands, saying,
“Let us not take his life.” 22 And Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood;
throw him into this pit here in the wilderness, but do not lay a hand on
him”—that he might rescue him out of their hand to restore him to his
father.
Discussion: Who stepped up to save Joseph? [Reuben.] Reuben was the
oldest son. He was being a good older brother, wasn’t he? Do you think Reuben
will be able to rescue Joseph?
Let’s see what happens next. Read verses 23-28.
So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe,
the robe of many colors that he wore. 24 And they took him and threw
him into a pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it. 25 Then
they sat down to eat. And looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites
coming from Gilead, with their camels bearing gum, balm, and myrrh, on
their way to carry it down to Egypt. 26 Then Judah said to his brothers,
“What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? 27 Come,
let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our hand be upon him, for
he is our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers listened to him. 28
Then Midianite traders passed by. And they drew Joseph up and lifted
him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of
silver. They took Joseph to Egypt.
23
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Discussion: The brothers took off that robe they were jealous of and threw
Joseph into a dry well. Then they sat down to eat! They were so hardened
by sin and JEALOUSY that they ate while Joseph suffered. Instead of killing
Joseph, what did they do? [They sold him as a slave to some merchants
on their way to Egypt.]
Application: Can you imagine being so JEALOUS of one of your brothers
that you would sell him into slavery? Our sin is so deep, boys and girls, that
we can all do some pretty horrible things. We need God’s grace to overcome
our sinfulness!
Let’s finish this story. Read verses 29-36.
29
When Reuben returned to the pit and saw that Joseph was not in the
pit, he tore his clothes 30 and returned to his brothers and said, “The boy
is gone, and I, where shall I go?” 31 Then they took Joseph’s robe and
slaughtered a goat and dipped the robe in the blood. 32 And they sent
the robe of many colors and brought it to their father and said, “This
we have found; please identify whether it is your son’s robe or not.” 33
And he identified it and said, “It is my son’s robe. A fierce animal has
devoured him. Joseph is without doubt torn to pieces.” 34 Then Jacob
tore his garments and put sackcloth on his loins and mourned for his son
many days. 35 All his sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort him,
but he refused to be comforted and said, “No, I shall go down to Sheol
to my son, mourning.” Thus his father wept for him. 36 Meanwhile the
Midianites had sold him in Egypt to Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the
captain of the guard.
Discussion: How sad for Jacob! His sons deceived him just as he deceived
his father. What a cruel deception! Jacob (as well as Reuben) were convinced
that Joseph had been killed by a wild animal. Instead, Joseph was sold as a
slave to Egypt. This family is now in shambles!
Summary: The next chapter in the Book of Genesis does not continue the
story of Joseph. We have to wait until Genesis 29 to see what happens to
Joseph in Egypt. Genesis 28 tells us more about another of Jacob’s sons—
Judah. It is yet another terrible story in the family of ISRAEL.
Listen to the beginning of this chapter. Read Genesis 38:1-7.
1
It happened at that time that Judah went down from his brothers and
turned aside to a certain Adullamite, whose name was Hirah. 2 There
Judah saw the daughter of a certain Canaanite whose name was Shua.
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He took her and went in to her, 3 and she conceived and bore a son, and
he called his name Er. 4 She conceived again and bore a son, and she
called his name Onan. 5 Yet again she bore a son, and she called his
name Shelah. Judah was in Chezib when she bore him. 6 And Judah took
a wife for Er his firstborn, and her name was Tamar. 7 But Er, Judah’s
firstborn, was wicked in the sight of the LORD, and the LORD put him
to death.
Summary: More wickedness in the family of God! Judah, Jacob’s son, leaves
the family and marries a woman who does not follow God. He has three sons.
His oldest son is very wicked, and he dies, as we just read. The rest of Genesis
38 describes a series of very sinful events, as Judah’s oldest son’s wife Tamar
has twin boys with Judah.
Listen to the end of the chapter. Read verses 27-30.
When the time of her labor came, there were twins in her womb. 28
And when she was in labor, one put out a hand, and the midwife took
and tied a scarlet thread on his hand, saying, “This one came out first.”
29
But as he drew back his hand, behold, his brother came out. And she
said, “What a breach you have made for yourself!” Therefore his name
was called Perez. 30 Afterward his brother came out with the scarlet
thread on his hand, and his name was called Zerah.
27

Discussion: This is really the only good part of this awful story. Do you know
why? Allow answers. Jesus comes from the family of Judah, through his son
Perez! God uses sinful people to accomplish His purposes!
Conclusion: Next time, we will return to the story of Joseph as a slave in
Egypt. Do you think God is still at work in Joseph’s life? [Yes.] Do you think
Joseph has some things to learn? [Yes.] Do you think Joseph’s brothers will
ever come clean and tell their father the truth? Boys and girls, we have learned
lessons about playing favorites as well as the consequences of JEALOUSY. But
I don’t want you to miss the most important lesson: Even when God’s people
sin, God is still in control. He gave Joseph dreams about the future that only
He can make sure comes true. He promised Jacob that he would be a father
of a great nation, and God always keeps His promises. He even sends Jesus
as a descendant of a sinful son, Judah. Always remember that you serve an
almighty, sovereign and loving God!
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WORLDVIEW BUILDER

Draw the “Providence” pillar on the board. Let’s continue to build
the “providence” pillar of our Christian worldview. Remember that God’s
providence is His ruling and upholding of all that He has created. God is in
control of everything!
Let’s list the things we learned about the PROVIDENCE of God in Genesis
37-38. Write these truths next to the Providence pillar as the children
list them:

PROVIDENCE

Say: As we study God’s Word, we learn how to SEE and UNDERSTAND the
world the right way. We learn the TRUTH about the world we live in.

1. God gave Joseph dreams about the future.
2. God kept Joseph’s brothers from killing him.
3. God has a plan for Joseph’s life.
4. Out of Judah’s sin, God sent Jesus!
5. God is at work in Israel, even amidst sinfulness.
Say: It is easy to forget that God is in control of all things when times are
tough. Do you think Joseph believed God was in control when he was at the
bottom of the pit? Do you think he trusted the LORD even when he was sold
as a slave? Do you believe God is in control of your life?

DEFEND THE FAITH
Say: Let’s take a moment and continue to build our faith. We must always
be prepared to defend and proclaim our faith in Jesus Christ. Just remember
what the apostle Peter said:
15

I Peter 3:15 (ESV)
…Always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you
for a reason for the hope that is in you…

Let’s get more PREPARED to give answers about the hope we have in Jesus
Christ! Let me ask you yet another question...
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Q: Does God love you more when you are good?
Jacob loved Joseph more than any of his other sons. Sometimes, we love
people more when they treat us well or they show love to us. We definitely
don’t like to love our enemies! So, how would you answer this question? Those
who don’t believe in Jesus may also think that God only loves you when you
are good! Allow answers.
Make sure your students have these elements in their answer:
A: God loves all those who put their faith in Jesus Christ for their
salvation. The love of God is not dependent on our goodness, since
we have none. God loves His people in Jesus Christ! God’s love is
unconditional for all those who are in Jesus. If you are a Christian,
God still loves you when you sin since Jesus’ blood covers your sin.
Among His people, God doesn’t play favorites. We are all unworthy of His
love. Isn’t it great that God loves us as His children UNCONDITIONALLY,
because of Jesus?

SCRIPTURE MEMORY
Review the Scripture Memory verse (Acts 7:9) with the children.
Acts 7:9 (ESV)
9
“And the patriarchs, jealous of Joseph, sold him into Egypt; but
God was with him.”
Use any method to review the verse. See if any student can say it
from memory to the class.
Close in prayer.
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