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LESSON ONE / JOB 1:1-2:10

During the age of the patriarchs, there lived a man named Job, the 
greatest of the people of the east.  What set Job apart was not just his 
great wealth, but his fear of God and rejection of sin.  He was blessed 
to have ten children whom he still spiritually led as adults.  This man 
called Job was greatly blessed by God.

Job’s story shifts from earth to heaven as we witness a gathering of 
the angels before God.  Satan presents himself as well, accusing Job 
of extreme selfishness and hypocrisy.  He believes Job will reject God 
if the hedge of God’s protection is removed from his life.  God allows 
Satan to destroy Job, but not touch his body.  We learn a lot about 
who Satan is and who God is in this opening chapter.  

Satan orchestrates the stealing of all Job’s wealth and the death of 
all his children.  Job has gone from incredible success to immense 
suffering.  How does Job respond?  With great grief encompassed by 
the worship of God.  Satan is totally wrong about Job. 

Chapter Two opens with a second heavenly meeting, with Satan 
showing up again.  When God points out the righteousness of Job 
again, Satan doubles down.  He believes that even more pain and 
suffering in Job’s life will produce the desired cursing of God.  So God 
allows Job to have a painful physical disease.  Even though Job’s wife 
turns on him (and God), Job stays faithful to God.  He is willing to take 
the bad and the good from God’s sovereign hand.     

• Fearing God connects to the use of our wealth.
• The story teaches us much about Satan.  He is an accuser, a 

wanderer, a cynic, and a tormenter.
• God is responsible for Job’s suffering, but He is not the author of 

sin or evil.
• Christians will suffer in every way.  Our suffering is not necessarily 

due to our sin.  There is a bigger cosmic battle happening!
• What is our initial response to suffering?
• We can either respond to suffering with patience and trust, or 

impatience and anger.
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Greet the students. Welcome visitors. Open with prayer.

Today, we begin our study of the Old Testament Book of Job.  The 
book gets its name from the central character of the story, a man 
named Job.    

When reading any book of the Bible, we typically ask the question: 
who is the author?  Sometimes, there is a debate on the identity of the 
author; at other times, it is obvious.  

So, who is the author of the Book of Job?  Actually, we have no 
idea!  The name of the author is not indicated in the book.  Some 
suggest that Moses wrote it, but that is pure speculation.  The most 
we can say is that whoever the human author was, he was inspired by 
God!

In our OPENING time each week, we will discuss a different truth about 
the Book of Job that will help us understand it better.

Now, we move on to a time we call REWIND. In order to keep each 
lesson in context, and to maximize our learning, we’ll remind ourselves 
of what we learned in the past.

Since this is our first lesson in the Book of Job, we don’t have anything 
to review.  So, we’ll use this time to put the book in historical context.  
By several references within the book, Job appears to have lived 
sometime during the patriarchal period: the time of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob.

Some of the indicators of this historical timing are:
• Job’s length of life is similar to that of Abraham’s and Isaac’s.
• Job’s wealth is measured in terms of livestock, which fits with 
the time of the patriarchs.
• The Sabeans and the Chaldeans were nomads who lived only 
in the patriarchal period.

So, even though the Book of Job appears later in our translations of 
the Old Testament, it can be studied right after you study Genesis. 
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Introduction: The Book of Job opens with a brief description of the 
central character, Job, a man of God.

A. The Greatest Man (Job 1:1-5)

Read verses 1-3.
1 There was a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job, and that 
man was blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned away 
from evil. 2 There were born to him seven sons and three daughters. 3 
He possessed 7,000 sheep, 3,000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, and 500 
female donkeys, and very many servants, so that this man was the 
greatest of all the people of the east.

Observations: The land of Uz was a large territory east of the Jordan 
River.  The people of this land were collectively referred to as “the 
people of the east.”  That means Job, a man of God, was not a Jew!  
He was not part of God’s chosen nation.

The author of this book goes to great pains to show us what kind of 
man Job was: blameless, upright, a man who feared God and turned 
away from evil.  Job was a man of integrity.  He was a godly man.  Job 
had a right relationship with God.  In sum, Job is to be seen as a man 
of wisdom, living for God rather than for the things of this world.

And yet, Job was also incredibly wealthy!  Seven thousand sheep, three 
thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, five hundred donkeys, 
and lots of servants.  He was also rich with children.  There is no hint 
that Job acquired his wealth illegally or immorally, as one of his friends 
will intimate later on in the story.  Job was simply blessed by God.  God 
is the power behind this greatest of all men.

Application:  Right from the beginning, there is an implied lesson 
about how fearing God connects to the use of our wealth. 

Read verses 4-5.
4 His sons used to go and hold a feast in the house of each one on 
his day, and they would send and invite their three sisters to eat and 
drink with them. 5 And when the days of the feast had run their course, 
Job would send and consecrate them, and he would rise early in the 
morning and offer burnt offerings according to the number of them all. 
For Job said, “It may be that my children have sinned, and cursed God 
in their hearts.” Thus Job did continually.
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Observations: It would appear that Job had a very close family, as his 
adult children held social events for each other in their homes.  Verses 
4 and 5 lead us to believe that Job was a strong spiritual leader of his 
family.  This leadership didn’t end when his children were grown—he 
continued to pray for them and offer sacrifices for their sins.  This is 
a snapshot of how seriously Job took sin, as well as his deep fear of 
God.  These opening verses set the stage for the dramatic change 
that was about to happen in Job’s life.

B. The Heavenly Meeting (Job 1:6-12)

Read verses 6-12.
6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present 
themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them. 7 The 
LORD said to Satan, “From where have you come?” Satan answered 
the LORD and said, “From going to and fro on the earth, and from 
walking up and down on it.” 8 And the LORD said to Satan, “Have you 
considered my servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a 
blameless and upright man, who fears God and turns away from evil?” 
9 Then Satan answered the LORD and said, “Does Job fear God for 
no reason? 10 Have you not put a hedge around him and his house 
and all that he has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his 
hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. 11 But stretch 
out your hand and touch all that he has, and he will curse you to your 
face.” 12 And the LORD said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your 
hand. Only against him do not stretch out your hand.” So Satan went 
out from the presence of the LORD.

Observations:  What a scene!  We move from earth to heaven, and 
witness a meeting of God and the angels.  “Presenting” themselves 
gives us the picture of a military style report from a group of soldiers 
to their general (vs. 6).

Satan, God’s fallen angel, is also present (vs. 7).  The word Satan 
means “accuser,” and he lives up to that name.  Is it strange to you 
that Satan shows up in heaven?  Doesn’t Satan’s presence defile 
the holiness of heaven?  Satan is not some equal to God.  Even in his 
fallenness, Satan has to report to God.

Application:  What does the text teach us about Satan?  Satan 
is an accuser.  He is always engaged in leveling charges against 
God’s people, in opposition to God.  Satan acts as Job’s accuser in 
the courtroom of God!  He interprets Job’s righteousness as secret 
selfishness.  He believes Job only fears God for all of the blessings 
God can give him.       
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Satan is a wanderer.  In verse 7, Satan says he has come from 
wandering around on the earth.  He is like a caged lion waiting for 
some helpless prey.  

Satan is a cynic. He cannot appreciate Job’s true righteousness.  Job 
is a fake who is just in it for the money.  In verses 10 and 11, Satan 
cynically suggests that if Job were to lose his material blessings, he 
would reject God.  Satan believes a lie about Job because he is the 
Father of lies!

Satan is a tormenter.  He is all about tormenting God’s people.  As 
we will see, Satan has the power to destroy Job’s life.  Yet, Satan is not 
all-powerful, as he is on God’s divine leash.  Satan has limited power 
to torment and attack God’s people.

Read verses 8 and 12 again.
8 And the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job, 
that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, 
who fears God and turns away from evil?” 12 And the LORD said to 
Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your hand. Only against him do not 
stretch out your hand.” So Satan went out from the presence of the 
LORD.

Observations: Now, let’s look at this heavenly meeting to see what 
we can learn about God.  God is always the main character of every 
Bible story! God is the one in control here, not Satan.  He begins by 
showing Satan a trophy of His amazing grace: Job.  In essence, God 
declares that Satan has failed with Job, as all of Satan’s plans will 
ultimately fail.  

After Satan makes all his false accusations, the omnipotent God (in 
verse 12) takes away the hedge of protection from Job—with one 
limitation.

Application:  Right away, we are confronted with the truth that God 
is ultimately responsible for Job’s sufferings, not Satan. As we will talk 
about later, God is responsible, but He does not sin against Job.  God 
is not the author of evil!  

C. Job’s First Test (Job 1:13-22)

Read verses 13-19.
13 Now there was a day when his sons and daughters were eating 
and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house, 14 and there came a 
messenger to Job and said, “The oxen were plowing and the donkeys 
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feeding beside them, 15 and the Sabeans fell upon them and took 
them and struck down the servants with the edge of the sword, and 
I alone have escaped to tell you.” 16 While he was yet speaking, there 
came another and said, “The fire of God fell from heaven and burned 
up the sheep and the servants and consumed them, and I alone have 
escaped to tell you.” 17 While he was yet speaking, there came another 
and said, “The Chaldeans formed three groups and made a raid on 
the camels and took them and struck down the servants with the edge 
of the sword, and I alone have escaped to tell you.” 18 While he was 
yet speaking, there came another and said, “Your sons and daughters 
were eating and drinking wine in their oldest brother’s house, 19 and 
behold, a great wind came across the wilderness and struck the four 
corners of the house, and it fell upon the young people, and they are 
dead, and I alone have escaped to tell you.”

Observations:  Suffering comes into Job’s life in a shocking way.  
Peace is shattered by a violent storm.  And this all happened in one 
day!  Job didn’t just lose a child, but all ten children.  Job didn’t just 
lose some money in the stock market; he lost all his wealth.  Have you 
ever known someone who has experienced this much loss in 
such a short time?

Application:  What does this first test teach us about suffering?  
Suffering is a part of the lives of God’s people.  We are not insulated 
from suffering.  We will suffer for being Christians.  Living for God 
will be met with Satanic opposition.  Suffering doesn’t just happen to 
nominal Christians.  Suffering is not necessarily discipline for our sins.  
And, finally, our suffering is a part of a bigger battle between God and 
Satan.  Our sufferings are not just about us!

Read verses 20-22.
20 Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head and fell on 
the ground and worshiped. 21 And he said, “Naked I came from my 
mother’s womb, and naked shall I return. The LORD gave, and the 
LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.” 22 In all this 
Job did not sin or charge God with wrong.

Observations:  Job responds to his extreme suffering with a public 
display of grief.  He didn’t try to hide it.  He rightly grieved before God!  
Job worshiped in His grief.  Job knew that all he could do was submit 
to the LORD in worship.  Even though his life had radically changed, 
Job’s worship didn’t! 

Job’s first words in verse 21 shows his understanding of how all things  
belong to God.  God gives, and God takes away.  It would have been
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very tempting for Job to think that he had gained his wealth; but he 
recognized all things as gifts from God.  Finally, we are told that Job 
didn’t sin with his words.  He recognized that God is sovereign and 
that God is not evil.

Application: What is our first response to suffering?  Ultimately, 
we can either be self-focused or God-focused in our response.

D. The Heavenly Meeting, Part 2 (Job 2:1-6)

Read verses 1-6.
1 Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present 
themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came among them to 
present himself before the LORD. 2 And the LORD said to Satan, “From 
where have you come?” Satan answered the LORD and said, “From 
going to and fro on the earth, and from walking up and down on it.” 3 
And the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job, 
that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, 
who fears God and turns away from evil? He still holds fast his integrity, 
although you incited me against him to destroy him without reason.” 4 
Then Satan answered the LORD and said, “Skin for skin! All that a man 
has he will give for his life. 5 But stretch out your hand and touch his 
bone and his flesh, and he will curse you to your face.” 6 And the LORD 
said to Satan, “Behold, he is in your hand; only spare his life.”

Observations:  The first verses of Chapter Two are almost verbatim 
to the first appearance of Satan before the heavenly council.  As is 
his practice, he has been roaming the earth looking to devour God’s 
people.  So, the LORD again puts Job in Satan’s sights, as Job has 
stayed blameless and upright even after his first set of trials.

For those who believe Job somehow brought his sufferings upon 
himself by his own sin, we have God’s own words: “...you incited me 
against him to destroy him without reason” (vs. 3).  Even though Satan 
seems frustrated with his failure, he is persistent.  He still believes Job 
will reject God if things in his life get worse.  The LORD again gives 
permission for Satan to strike his body with physical suffering.

E. Job’s Second Test (Job 2:7-10)

Read verses 7-8.
7 So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD and struck Job 
with loathsome sores from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. 
8 And he took a piece of broken pottery with which to scrape himself 
while he sat in the ashes. 
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Observations:  Just as Satan desired, Job received loathsome 
sores from the soles of his feet to the top of his head.  There is much 
speculation about the nature of Job’s physical disease.  It could have 
been some sort of viral boils, leprosy, or possibly even a disease known 
as “elephantiasis.”  

We will get more descriptions of Job’s disease throughout the rest of 
the story, including the following: aching, rotting bones, peeling skin, 
wart-like eruptions, fever, putrid breath, failing vision, and rotting teeth. 
All Job could do was pick at his skin and sit in his own ashes.  What a 
sight he must have been.

Read verses 9-10.
9 Then his wife said to him, “Do you still hold fast your integrity? Curse 
God and die.” 10 But he said to her, “You speak as one of the foolish 
women would speak. Shall we receive good from God, and shall we 
not receive evil?” In all this Job did not sin with his lips.

Observations:  While Satan could not get to Job, it appears he got 
to Job’s wife.  She is a sort of “second Eve,” tempting her husband to 
sin against God (vs. 9).  But Job’s response was not like Adam’s, was 
it?  He views his wife as “one of the foolish women,” women not wise 
in their relationship to God (vs. 10).  But, let’s never forget the fact that 
Job’s wife had suffered just as much as Job had!  So, we should have 
some sympathy for her.

Job’s response to his wife’s temptation to curse God displays an 
amazing view of God’s sovereignty over all things, even bad things.  
He was willing to receive both the good and the bad from God.

Application: Job and his wife presents us with a huge contrast when 
it comes to an initial response to suffering.  We can respond with 
patience and trust in God, or with impatience and anger.

Conclusion: Job has gone from being the greatest of all the people 
of the east to the emptiest of men.  Yet, Job’s faith in the sovereign 
God is rock solid, at least at first.  We will continue this story of great 
suffering next time. 
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